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DIALOGUE, &c. 



Prefatory to the following considerations, ad- 
tanced for the benefit of Friendly Societies in the way 
of dialogue, a mode calculated, as I conceive, to arrest 
iMid fix the attention more easily and familiarly to the 
subject ; allow me to address the Reader, assuming that 
he is a member of a Friendly Society, and remind him 
that upon his admission, he was recognized as the 
fnend to every social and moral virtue, whose chief 
ain, iu commcm with his fellow-members^ was to fur- 
nish mutual aid in the time of sickness and advanced 
age, ai well as to provide, after death, some suitable 
relkf for his widow and children, or other relatives. 
Other kind offices were contemplated ; such as recom- 
BfemdiBg each other in business, imparting little friendly 
aids and assistance which circumstances might render 
Atocssary: recollecting that friendly conduct always 
produces reciprocal feelings, so that the serene coun- 
tMianee of friendship is seen in every member of each 
separate community whose conduct is thus regulated. 
Now a common fund thus raised, if regulated by a 
just scale of subscriptions and benefits, is, doubtless^ 
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calculated to be of great utility ; but if, on the other 
hand, such scale is not adopted, I must frankly tell 
you that the union of Friendly Societies is a public 
evil ; because it tends to delude the unwary with 
airy promises of relief, in order to desert them in the 
hour of affliction and death. I am sorry to add that 
very many melancholy cases of this kind have come 
under my own observation ; and one of my objects in 
the publication of my " Treatise on the Internal Regu- 
lations of Friendly Societies," was to warn you against 
these evils, which I take for granted has been already 
purchased by your society, and that you have either 
read or intend to read it That must serve as my 
excuse for the brief way in which I shall treat of 
the question now brought before you, because this 
pamphlet is not intended to supersede my former 
*' Treatise," and ** Letter," but rather to urge the 
facts, therein contained, to your calm and dispas- 
sionate investigation. 

The writer addresses you in the friendly spirit of an 
Advocate. He has assumed that the Reader is already 
a member of a friendly society ; and although he is 
your compeer, his assigned task is somewhat difficult ; 
but his ardent zeal for your personal welfare, will at 
least bespeak your kind attention, and induce you to 
sit down, and, with candour, peruse the following con- 
siderations. With a view to open the matter in a just 
point of view, he will commence the dialogue by pro- 
posing a question to you, after which he will allow you 
to become his examiner in your own way, or as near 
thereto as may be, viz. : — 

Q. 1. What are the legal principles contained in the 
rules of your society ? 



A. Really, Sir> you have started the suhject with ft 
very difficult question ; for it happens that a certain 
construction is put upon the most material parts of our 
rules on that head hy one memher of our society, while 
a contrary construction is insisted upon hy a second, a 
third urges that the first mentioned two are egregiously 
in error, while a fourth vituperates that all are wrong, 
and then in steps a fifth to calm the strife, and very 
modestly, yet holdly maintains, that neither of the 
former understood a tittle of what they were talking, 
nay, in some cases, goes the length of asserting that 
they did not understand plain English ; and so on, in 
some cases, to a tenth disputant. 

Reply. I admit that statement is correct ; and now I 
will suffer you, as I said, to ask me what questions you 
please. 

Q. 2. Will you then he kind enough, Sir, to inform 
me, how the ahove mentioned evils arise ? 

A. Yes, if you will sit down, and, as I stipulated, 
maintain an even and unclouded visage indicative of a 
good temper, a very useful companion in discussing 
grave matters, I will endeavour to do so. 

Q. 3. Interrupting you. Sir, allow me to waive my 
last question for the present, and tell you generally the 
particular points upon which I seek information from 
you, viz. : — ^How the evils adverted to in my answer to 
your first question can he remedied : and at the same 
•time show to me what maxims my own society should 
adopt hy its rules in order to inforce every legal and moral 
principle contained in them, as well in hehalf of the 
society, as of each oppressed member and his represen- 
tatives, hecause, if you make this plain to me, Iwill in- 
stantly urge the calm and dispassionate consideration of 
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thii 8ubjeel mM just principles are established by our 
rules. And I wi&h likewise to be informed what bearing 
tiM prineiples contained in the act 10 Geo. IV., Cap. 
6% hare upon the above points ? 

A. I will endeavoar to an&wer these proper inquiries 
to jmir satisfaction y premising that the two grand points 
in our dtsousrion^ will, as I apprehend, resolve themselves 
into the following considerations : — First, what are the 
'^irinoiples contained in those portions of the act, which 
are, as its advocates contend, ^Uhe highest point of 
perfection in hitman legislation \" in discussing which I 
shall make all just concessions : and Secondly, what is 
defective and mischievous, what is necessary to be re- 
pealed : and also what new clauses and sections are neces- 
sary to be introduced in asdex to arrive at perfection. 

In treating of the above questions, on which so maiiy 
eminent statesmen and other friends of these highly 
useful institutions have erred, it is my fixed purpose to 
defend what is just, whUe at the same time, I tempe- 
Tately, but firmly demonstrate, what is defective and 
injurious. Let us consider, then :— 

1st. What are the principles contained in those 
portions of the act, 10 Geo. IF'., Cap. 66, tohich are^ 
aa its advocates contend, ^^ the highest point of per- 
fection in human legislation/' 

And, in order that we may have a correct view of this 
question, I propose to show, Ist, — ^That the benevolent 
designs of the project<»r8 of the act, relative to the pre- 
paration of correct tables of subscriptions and insurances, 
is rendered nugatory by the conflicting enactments 
contained in sections IV,, VI., and XXXIV., and then 
•adduce a practical plan of attaining these objects 
without delay, togethw with general useful information 



to Societies^ for the perfecting; of their rulea« 2d| — 
What are the excellejaeie^ contained In the act, 

Q« 4. Very well : be so good aa to infona me, how it 
h^ippens that 90 much difference of opinion has pre- 
vailed oB the subjects proposed for con»doration, 

A. I apprehend that it is chiefly attiibutable to the 
ttumerous false rumours of the enemies of these highly 
useful Societies, whereby our statesmen and pUlaO;- 
thropistshaye formed very u]:\}u8t conclusions respecting 
their princuples and conduct, so that I, for one, do not 
marvel at the differences of opinion* 

Q, 5. Will you name some of the unfounded rumours 
to which you allude* 

A« It has been boldly asserted, nay, published by 
John Tamlyn, Esq., in his Digest of the )jaws of 
Friendly Societies, p. 13, ^' that the members of such 
Societies have an undefined apprehension of the 
invasion of their funds by the government,'^ I presume 
Mr, T. meant therefore to insinuate that such Societies 



are a disloyal or disaffected body of men — ^whose 
union is dangerous to the state, and which it would 
be good policy to dissolve. Again, another highly 
respectable author, and a sincere friend to the 
establishment of sound principles in the constitution 
of Friendly Societies, (I mean the Rev. J. T. Becher, 
M. A.) in his ^^ Observations upon the Report from the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, on the 
Laws respecting Friendly Societies," page 109, states, 
that ^ there appears a delicacy,'' nay, he intimates that 
there is a great difficulty in establishing just principles 
among such Societies, and that ^^ the existing clubs, 
however defective in their organization,'' it is not 
adviseable to reform in a plain honest straight forward 
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way, but " to divert the working classes from 
their present errors, rather by the expectation of 
benefits, and the exposure of miscalculation, than by 
any positive prohibition,'' because forsooth that " might 
be construed into a breach of public faith " — a very 
fine compliment this by the way to the " working 
classes ! " Again, " the old clubs must progressively 
expire by their inherent defects," and then it is said, 
that '^ the industrious classes of the community will 
soon learn to vest their funds in the most secure and 
profitable repository." With great deference to the 
Reverend author (who is deservedly entitled to the 
confidence and esteem of every Friendly Society) I am 
of opinion that he is mistaken, relative to his opinions 
of the * working classes " on these subjects : and beg 
leave to add, that if the Clergy and country gentlemen, 
and if the Pastors and Elders of congregations of 
christian people were to take up the matter in that 
spirit of kindness and zeal for the public interests which 
the importance of it demands, without controversy, 
national reform might be effected at no very distant 
period. Let but the noble christian principles of dis- 
interested benevolence, induce such persons to take a 
lively interest in the establishment and administration 
* of the affairs of such institutions, and then the system of 
mutual insurances might be extended so as to embrace 
the condition of all classes of the industrious poor, 
inspiring them with a national ardour to provide for 
their personal maintenance in sickness and old age, and 
most gladly would they avoid the hated degradation 
of parochial relief. 

Q. 6. What attempts have been made to improve the 
"regulations of Friendly Societies ? 
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A. Many acts of parliament have been passed, con- 
tradicting and confounding each other, the particulars 
of which you may find by reference to my appeal to 
Lord John Russell, on the law relating to such Societies^ 
(see my book, pp. 79-144 ; ) suffice it to remark, that 
by the 59 G. 3, c. 128, the Societies were enjoined to 
insure ^' for any natural state or contingency whereof 
the occurrence is susceptible of calculation by way of 
average," and " that the rules and tables should be 
approved by two persons, at the least, known to be pro- 
fessional actuaries or persons skilled in calculation as 
fit and proper, according to the most correct calcu- 
lation of which the nature of the case would admit ; *' 
and the Justices were directed " not to confirm tables 
of subscriptions and insurances, until thus approved 
of." By sections 4, 5, and 8, of that act, a very per- 
nicious principle was established, relative to the choice 
of treasurers and trustees, of which cogent proofs and 
examples are given in my treatise, but which principle 
was exploded the 19th June, 1829, when the act 10 
G. 4, c. 66, received the royal assent. 

Q. 7« What has been the effects of these acts of 
parliament ? 

A. Why " the quarter sessions, with very few ex- 
ceptions, have continued to approve of and record the 
rules of Friendly Societies according to their former 
practice, without respecting the ordinances of the 
legislature, which remained either unnoticed or un- 
heeded." See the Rev. J. T. Beecher's Observations 
upon the Report, &c. p. 11. 

Q. 8. What has been the effect in those Societies 
which have employed actuaries ? 

A, Why, in many cases the actuaries have certified 
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one table at one time, and another table at another 
time ; in a word> the Soeieties have been left to grope 
their way, cop3ring each other's indigested principles 
and miscalculations. In other cases they have obtained 
the aid of some *^ petty schoolmaster and accountant, 
whose opinion upon the probability of sickness, and 
the duration of life, is not to be depended upon to 
calculate for them/' See the extract Report of the 
Committee of the House of Conmions given in Tamlyn's 
Digest, p. 14. 

Q. 9. Has any attempt been made effectually to 
remedy the evils to which you now allude ? 

A. Yes, but to use a trite remark, the proposed 
remedies have been worse than the disease ; for certain 
would-be-patriots have in effect argued, ^^O dear, these 
doltish societies must repair to the National Debt Office, 
and I know not where, to hear the official announce- 
ments of profound mathematical calculations, issued 
under the sanction of authority/' That, forsooth, 
was a ready way to remove the idle jealousies said 
to exist among Friendly Societies alluded to in 
my answer to Q. 5 ; at least so thought some of our 
modern reformers whose doctrines were exploded in 
1829, as appears by reference to the parliamentary 
records of that year. Much has been said by one part 
of the minor portion of Friendly Societies, (to whose 
{Principles it is my design hereafter to call your 
attention,) against the principles of giving jurisdiction 
to justices of peace, to administer justice between the 
members of such Societies : and I admit in some few 
oases their decisions deserve severe public animgd* 
Tersion. But what Friendly Society composed of such 
onnor portion ndllnot appreciate the following remarks 
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of tlie Rev. J. T. Becher, the Chairman of the Quartet 
Sesaion9 for the Newark division of Nottinghamshii'ei 
copied from his '^ Ohservations upon the Report^ ticJ* 
p. 10i?9 namely, ^^I feel confident that I speak th€i 
public sentiment when I afiirm that the delegation of 
such a power to the National Debt Office, would excite 
well grounded alarm among the magistracy of the 
country, as well as among the Honorary and ordinary 
members of these institutions. Therefore I still per** 
severe in recommending tables promulgated under the 
sanction of parliament, as being less exposed to the 
errors and caprices of individuals ; and framed with 
a co«-operation of talent, which might easily be con- 
centrated for such a purpose, but which could not be 
continually called into exercise/^ 

Q. 10. What then. Sir, do you conceive to be the 
chief obstacle in attaining sound practical reform ! 

A, Taking into the account my answer to Q. d, I 
conceive that the obstacle you allude to is chiefly 
attributable td an idle apathy and indifference pre- 
vailing in Friendly Societies ; and I am confident that 
if they x^ould be aroused to give due attention to their 
personal interests, their benevolent friends, nay, it is 
quite plain that the government and the legislature 
of the day, are ready cheerfully to assist them. But 
if bodies of men manifest perfect indifference to their 
personal improvement and welfare, why should others 
trouble themselves about it ? 

Q. 11. But then. Sir, you have advanced a serious 
charge against the whole body of Friendly Societies 
in characterizing them as idlers : I demand an ex- 
planation of that i 
.A. BOf pray, say dear Sir, remember ypur ta^it 
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agreement to preserve your temper in answer to Q. 2 ; 
if so, doubtless I shall be able to satisfy your mind on 
this point, premising that in common parlance, what is 
said or done by the leading members of a community, 
is taken to be the act of the whole body. The 
following are the state of facts gathered from my 
public observations of living characters. One class of 
objectoi*s to reform, and to the establishment of just 
principles, unreasonably allege ^^ that their minds are 
pre-occupied with the more important concerns of 
religion, and therefore have no time to attend to such 
matters.'' By the way, do they mean the religion of 
the Bible, for I cannot find an iota in that holy volume 
to support their objections ? On the contrary, I read 
many such injunctions as these, " To do good and 
communicate, forget not ; for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased." Again, the rigid moralists say, that 
" they think the sanctions of penal law needless, for 
that they are actuated by the purest maxims of mor- 
ality." It occurs to me that such objectors mistakenly 
pay the same homage to human as to the divine laws ; 
not duly considering that human laws are founded on 
public opinion, and are wise and discriminating just in 
proportion as that opinion is wisely and discreetly 
directed. The prepossessed in favour of a particular sys- 
tem advance, (" so much do we admire our own system, 
that we conclude it is incapable of improvement,) 
what use can possibly accrue to us by reading books 
upon the subject ? " To conclude this farce, the 
" mother of inventions" boldly advances, and loudly 
proclaims, nay, vociferates in the hearing of all her 
sons, " My children, do nought but from sheer ne- 
cessity ; if you transgress herein^ I will instantly 
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disinherit yon : necessity alone is the grand moring 
principle of all my English sons : to prevent evil they 
should never act^ although they may he zealous in 
correcting it when necessity puts them on their mettle-" 
Then there are vast numhers of the memhers x^f 
Friendly Societies, whose providential circumstances 
preclude, or, in other words, render them inoapahle of 
forming a correct judgment on the suhject. But for 
the latter class of society, I am hold to affirm that they 
are among the first to adopt just principles, when 
fairly hrought hefore them and explained ; how im- 
portant then is it that every patriot and friend to these 
highly useful institutions should concentrate their 
efforts in the way suggested hy the Rev. J. T. Becher 
stated in my answer to Q. 9. 

Q. 12. Under these circumstances, can you suggest 
how immediate reform, relative to the estahlishment of 
correct tahles, may be eflfected ? 

A. I propose to collect the rules of all such So- 
cieties as have failed ou account of miscalculations, 
and after carefully examining them, to publish, if 
necessary, a concise account of the circumstances 
which led to such disasters ; and then, a collection 
of the tables extant, or at least such of them as have 
enabled Societies to arrive at the highest state of 
prosperity, 

Q. 13. But is not that too much to be expected ? 

A. I think not ; and propose, if publicly supported, 
to do it myself. 

Q. 14. How? 

A. By simply requesting each person who has been 
a member of an Insolvent Friendly Society (whom I 
may happen to meet,) to favour me with a copy of its 
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Tales, together with a concise statement of the causes 
which operated to produce the insolvency, and if you 
should be acquainted with any such member> be kind 
enough to acquaint him of my design, and request 
that he will send me these particulars by a private 
hand. 

Q. 15. Your proposal is praiseworthy, but is it 
practicable 9 

A. Why not ? Is not every good man desirous of 
correcting abuses in these benevolent institutions I 
And can those persons who have suffered by such 
abuses be indifferent about effecting sue]} an object ? 

Q. 16. What do you conceive to be the best 
method of inducing the publication of a correct and 
approved table of subscriptions and insurances, for 
the public guidance of Friendly Societies ? 

A. By offering a medal or some remuneration to the 
gentleman, or committee of gentlemen, who may pro- 
duce such a table ; and if brevity be observed^ I 
would warmly recommend each member of Friendly 
Societies to purchase a copy of such table. Indeed I 
think that would be the best medal, because all 
would participate in the benefit of it. The scale 
riiould apply to Societies composed of from six 
members to 50, and from 50 to 100, and so on as 
high as 3,000, stating what would be necessary to 
insure the accomplishment of all the objects contem- 
plated by such Societies. I have stated a case, for 
this purpose, in my book, pp. 255-— 257* And see 
the index of my book, under the head *^ Provident 
Society,'' and also my Letter to the Friendly Socie* 
ties, pp. 8-^10. Let it be remembered that Friendly 
Societies have been under apeoial legislative controuL 



ever since the year 1793, and theKev. J. T. Becher 
baa traced their origin to be coeval with our commoB 
law ; besides which, that worthy clergyman^ M 
well as many other scientific men, W. Morgan, 
Esq., A. Morgan, Ssq., and Dr. Mitchell, have 
by their 'publications furnished excellent mate* 
rials to form a certain data on this subject, and 1 
think Friendly Societies would do well respectfully t^ 
address those gentlemen on the subject ; for the mosil 
judicious friends of these highly useful institutions am 
of opinion, that until the scale (the formation of 
which I am now advocating) is prepared and publicly 
approved of, bankruptcies and other sad consequences 
must continue, which every British patriot deprecates. 
Indeed, I have heard lately of several appalling cases 
of this kind producing severe distress to the widows 
and orphans of deceased members. 

Q. 17* But does not the new Act contemplate the 
attainment of the above objects ? 

A. I really am at a loss what to say in answer to 
that question, for by Section 2, it appears that the 
same principle of calculation is adopted as is con« 
tatned in the Act 59 Geo. III., c. 12S, of which I 
gave you the words in answer to question 6. One 
individual is app<Hnted to ascertain (as I suppose) if 
the contributions aad payments are thus regulated' 
And by Section 6, it is enacted^ *^ that no rules shall 
be allowed unless it shall appear to the Justices that 
the tables of payments and benefits may be adopted, 
with safety to all parties concerned," which. Section 
34 declares cannot be done, because 'Hhe present' 
eristing data on these subjects have been found insuf- 
fieli»V eo thatj sJtbougli by Seetion 4, one individual 
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Is to judge for the Society, yet his judgment is an* 
bulled by Section 6 ; and Section 34 verily declares 
that neither he nor the Justices have any data 
whatever to assist them. How, therefore, the opera- 
tion of Sections 4, 6, and 34, can benefit the public, 
is a problem exceedingly difficult to solve. In pre- 
paring the scale which I am now advocating, I submit 
td you that it would be wise to attempt a reformation 
of two objectionable principles, generally adopted by 
Friendly Societies. 1st. That no person shall be 
admitted into such Societies after he is 40 year^ of 
age; and if admitted after he is 35, that he pay 
a sum equal to that which he would have paid if 
admitted at 35. For the public welfare, I desire to 
ascertain, what is the difference in the ratio of sickness 
between the ages of 21 and 35, and of 35 and 70 ? 
2d, That if members of Friendly Societies are neces- 
sitated to remove their residence to a great distance, 
they shall not transfer their interests to the Societies 
formed at their new residences. So that if any 
member happen to remove his residence to a distance, 
trhen above the age of 40, he must either continue to 
remit the monthly subscriptions, or forfeit his interest 
in the Society. I ask if the same facilities to transfer 
the interest and usefulness of each member from one 
Society to another, might not be established as in the 
case of individuals who go from one congregation of 
Christians to another. I anticipate an objection, viz. : 
How can that be, since no two Societies adopt one 
and the same principle ? My answer is. Then set 
about the establishment of a perfect system, which, 
when effected, will be generally adopted throughout 
the kingdom^ and then, the objection vanishes. 
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Let the barrier against the effects of caprice he 
raised as high as men please, hut let them take care 
how they undermine the harrier raised by thi^ 
golden rule, ** As ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them/* But is it consistent 
with that rule to tell a man when he is necessitated to 
go abroad, or becomes unable to continue his sub- 
scriptions by sheer poverty, that he must therefore 
forfeit all interest in his Society ? And yet such is * 
the invariable rule, as matters now stand. 

of. 18. Be kind enough, Sir, to explain what my 
own Society is warranted to insure to its several 
members, under Section 2, of the Act in question. 

A. By that Section you may legally insure a main- 
tenance for yourself, your wife, children, or other 
relatives, in sickness, advanced age, widowhood, or 
any other natural state or contingency, whereof the 
occurrence is susceptible of calculation by way of 
average. 

Q. 19. May I request your opinion and advice on 
the construction of that clause ? 

A. With the greatest pleasure, and for that purpose 
I will assume that you earn only one pound a week, or 
it may be as high as two pounds, or perhaps less than 
one pound. In either of which cases, I am decidedly 
of opinion that you should have nothing to do with 
insuring annuities to your widow or children. But 
do not misunderstand the last sentence, for I do not 
mean to trifle with or insult your kind and manly 
feelings in this particular. My aim is honestly to tell 
you, that if you attempt to effect that benevolent 
object, you must pay a larger subscription than your 
circtimstances will afford, and your Society will in^ 
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number its rules wUh complex difficulties. Beside 
wbich> let it be reeoUected, that if by induatrious 
4i^bit8 you prosper in life, your object may be effected 
f(t other offices. I recommend, therefore, that you 
isdiTise your Society to confine itself to the effecting of 
issurances, for your personi^ relief in sickness and ad- 
vanced age, together with a suitable allowance of what 
j« called funeral mcmey, for your widow or other repre- 
ifentative, and if you please you may add a table for 
lying-in money. 

Section 2 likewise contains the following whole- 
eome words, ^' That it shall and may be lawful," &c. 
^* to and for the seyeral members of each Society from 
time to time to assemble together, and to make» 
ordain, and constitute, such proper and wholesome 
rules, for the better goyeroment and guidance of the 
«ame, as to the major part of the members of such 
Society so assembled together shall seem meet, so as 
such rules shall not be repugnant to the laws of this 
r^alm, ner any of the express provisions or regulations 
of this Act, and to impose and infiict such reasonable 
fines and forfeitures upon the several members of any 

m 

euch Society, who shall offend against such rules, as 
shall be just and necessary for duly enforcing the 
aame, to be respectively paid to such uses, for the 
benefit of such Society, as such Society by such rules 
eball direct,''-^which words, should be read in connec- 
tion with the following words, in Section 8, namely, 
^^And the monies so subscribed, paid, or given, or 
arising to or for the nse or benefit of such Society, or 
belonging thereto, shall not be diverted, or misapplied, 
•tither by the treasurer, trustee, or any other officer or 
member of such Society eAtvusted therewiUi, under 



jiuch penalty or forfeiture as such Society shall 1;^ 
any rule impose and inflict for such offence/^ 

The above words in Section 2, are taken from the 
.33d Geo. JJI., c. 64, S, 1 ; and the words in Section 
3 are taken from Section 12 of that Statute, But a0 
I shall demonstrate in the sequel, these wholesome 
words are rendered completely nugatory by the 
subsequent Sections, 25^ 27> and 28. 

Q. 20. Pray, Sir, can you tell me what number of 
meoabers our Society may receive ? 

A. By the said Section 2, your Society may admit 
any number of members you please ; and not only 8Q> 
but you may limit your Society to any trade, callii^, 
or profession ; in fine, you as an individual, may unitfi 
yourself with whatever class or denomioation of 
people you think proper. 

Q. 21. What is the rule of law relative to this 
place of meeting of the Society ? 

A. The 10th Section on that head is veiy valuable^ 
for it allows you to meet, and to remove your meetings 
to any pai't of the county in which your articles are 
enrolled, as often as you like, but it forbids your re- 
moval into any other county. The advantage of that 
is obvious, for it often happens that a Society holds its 
meetings on the borders of two counties. The fol- 
lowing case has lately come under my personal obser-* 
vation, viz.: that of Widow Andrews, the particulars 
of which is stated pp. Q3— «96 of my Treatise* This poor 
woman lately applied to the magistrates in Bedford- 
shire, to recover the sum of 12L 28., due to her for fu- 
neral money, &o, from the Friendly Society held a^t 
Market Street It appeared that William Goodyear, » 
iqiember of tt# Society, h$td r^noyed the box of tb$ 
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Society from the Swan Inn, Market Street, Bedford- 
shire, to his own house, the Seahright's Arms, in the 
tome town, which is in the county of Herts. That case 
has created much expensive litigation, and its conco- 
mitant evils, a denial of justice to Mrs. Andrews, and 
other lawful claimants on its funds. 

Q. 22. Allow me to ask you what are the numher 
of officers you consider necessary to conduct a well 
organized Society ? 

A. I am of opinion that any Society not exceeding 
300 members, may have its affairs well managed with 
about 15 officers, viz. : 1 treasurer and 3 trustees, 6 
, committee of management, 4 stewards, and 1 secre- 
tary. But if a Society be subdivided into sections 
or divisions, and each of these have a separate meet- 
iog-night, it will of course become necessary to increase 
the number of officers, in order to prevent the possi- 
bility of creating a feeling of jealousy, which may 
arise by one division having more influence in the 
election of the representative committee tnan the 
other. There is one well known Society, and 
there may perhaps be more such in London, whose 
number some time since nearly amounted to four 
thousand, the number of officers of which alone (as I 
am credibly informed) is nearly 300. 

Q. 23. To shorten this part of our friendly con- 
verse, be kind enough to state generally in what 
further particulars you consider the Act in question 
contains excellent principles? 

A. If Societies pay particular attention to, and 

embody those principles of the Act, in their rules 

•which relate to the choice of treasurers, trustees, 

committees, &c., and to the eivil remedies against 
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iheixk and other officers, under the various contingent 
circumstances which may ansef in the administration of. 
their a&irs, (which! shall suhsequently particularize) ^ 
the Act in questioii appears in these respects to. he as 
perfect as it can he. It may, however, he useful to. 
notice that there are many Societies extant, which 
have hitherto entertained scruples ahout the policy of 
enrolling their Rules, not duly considering the evils to. 
which they expose themselves on one hand, and the. 
protection and privileges of which they deprive them-, 
selves on the other, relative to the choice and. 
removal of trustees ; the investment of funds ; the 
settlement of disputes ; the avoidance of litigation 
and heavy chancery suits ; in fine, the administration 
of justice and of their general affairs. In hehalf of 
such Societies, therefore, I have fully elucidated 
these matters in my hook, and which may he easily 
consulted hy refening to the index, under the respec- 
tive heads, " Treasurer," " Trustees," and " Invest- 
ment of funds/;* Sections 13 to 22, inclusive of the 
Act in question, should likewise he carefully consulted 
in reference to the same points. Those sections are 
copied from the 33d Geo. III., 3. c. 54, s. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11 ; 69th Geo. III., c. 128, s. 7, 13 ; 6th Geo. IV., c. 
74, s. 5, 7, 15, 16 ; 9th Geo. IV., c. 92, s. 41 ; and it 
appears hy section 13 of the Act 10 Geo. IV,, c. 56, 
that the provisions contained in the 33d Geo. III., c, 
54, s. 6, 7, wherehy Societies were allowed to dispose 
of their capital fund in whatever way they pleased, 
ar6 revoked hy enacting, /^ that it shall and may he 
lawful to and for the treasurer or trustee for the time 
being, of any such Society, and he, she, and they, is 
and are hereby authorised and required from time to 
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tliM, by and with tlie tevMntffi fttcli' Society/' Ik 
fixture to lay otit its fiiiidft ^ either o& real or hentaUe 
tfeenrities^ or beritebli; propetty) or to iirrest die suae; 
ill the publiic stocks, or fuBdtii ed^Hugi^ teoks, or g^tem^ 
ment secnrittes, or in any of the <!hartered banks Im 
Scotland, or in the bank of the eonmiercial banfciiif^ 
company of Scotland, and Mt otkervri^" (See Q. M, 
and the Supplement to Dialogue.) By seotien 14, the 
the proYisions of , the 88d of Geo^ III., €. 54, 8« S, am 
eitended to the '^ books, papers, or pix)perty" of So« 
cieties: and by Section 21 the provisions contained ia 
Section 11 of that act, and of the d9th of Gee. IIL^ G* 
129; S. 7> are extended to ^'i«al property/' Jit it. 
much to be regretted, however, that the Act in qnestloft 
does not perpetuate the admirable principles contained 
hi the Acts SSd Geo. HL, c. 54, ss. 1, 2, 12, 13, 14y 
15, 16; the 9th Geo. IIL, cap. 12^; the 59th Qm^. 
m., cap. 128, s. 15 f by remodt^lling these Acts in the 
manner which it is my intentioii in the sequel of ear 
fHendly interview to bring before you ; and allow me 
to add> that you may find it useful at yomr leisure to 
consult my book on the same subject. UnenroUed So- 
cieties are requested to read answers to Q% 55, 56, mmd 
the Supplement to Dialogue* 

29uf . 07iat is defective and mischievous in the act 
10 Geo. IV., c. 56| and n^ees'sairy to he repealed^ €md 
also what new clauses and sections are necessary to 
the perfecting of the aett 

Q. 24. Before we proceed be kind enough to state 
the grand leading points for contaderation in discussing 
the question now proposed for consideration ? 

A. They are as follows : 

1st. I propose to demonstrate thaittho patrio4ic do'* 



signs of the projectors of the act ia their ultinate 
adopdott tyf sections 4, 6» 8) 1%, 24, 25, 27^ 28, and M^ 
ard completely nullified, and tiie oontenplatcd ttttlue of 
thd assistance of the banister, to certify the raleg of 
Friendly Societies before enrolment, Is uselese^ whitsh 
I fainted to yon in answer to Q. IJ% 

id. That Sections 6, 8, 13, 24, 25, ^7, 28^ and 94, 
will work a total denial of jtisticeand deter benevoloat 
persons fromforming such institutions^ 

8d. That firauds producing bankruptcies and other 
appalling evils must necessarily continue unpunished 
and unredressed as heretofore* 

4th. That the greatest confusion must continue to bo 
Created in the administration of the Society's affairq. 

Q 25. But I beg to know if you are prepar^ to aabmii 
to, and defend your positions before Parliament. 

A. With profound respect to the learning and wie*> 
dom of that August body I am. In my petition to the 
fiouse of Commons, presented by Lord John Russell, 
on the 2d March last ; I prayed '* that I might be 
allowed to submit a plan to that Honorable House 
having, for its object, the establishment of just prin* 
ciples, in order to effect (as I humbly conceived) 
speedy justice between the members of Friendly 
Societies, to explode their lax but generally adopted 
notions, and estabUsh more sound legal and scientifio 
principles in each little community, to render such 
Societies worthy of public confidence and support," 
and I am now ready to submit this plan to you. 

Q. 26. Be kind enough to proceed. 

A. Certainly, and it may be convenient to take the 
objectional sections in order. I shall commence with 
Section 4. In my said petition to parliament pres^ted 
by Lord John Russell on the 2d Miuroh last, I poiatM 



out seven proiminent objections to it; which were re** 
echoed in the petition of the Provident Society connected 
with the congregation under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. G. Burder, of Fetter Lane, presented on the same 
day, namely, that by section 4, the ancient and im- 
memorial right of British subjects to choose their own 
counsel had been departed from by appointing a single 
barrister in behalf of the Friendly Societies, who 
is to be paid from the funds of such Societies probably 
to the amount of £10,000 in the shape of fees within 
the first three years of his appointment and £2,000, a 
year subsequently, a remuneration far exceeding the 
tr6uble to be occasioned to him because he is only 
required to certify to the magistrates, ^^ that the rules 
cont^n nothing contrary to law nor to the provisions 
of the said act V' a very easy duty which]any gentleman 
having studied the elementary principles of law may 
perform without much mental or bodily labour. Besides 
which, it should be recollected that the Societies are 
enacted to pay the expenses of sending the rules 
backwards and forwards from every part of the 
kingdom; to London, or wherever else he may happen 
to reside for the time being. Then I noticed that 
the effect of this ordinance would be to deprive the 
pastors and elders of churches and other benevolent 
fiiends of these highly useful institutions, from having 
a personal interview with a barrister acquainted with 
the local circumstances of the particular county, which 
otherwise they might have four times in the year in 
any part of the Kingdom. Besides, the natural effect 
of the measure is to prevent practical improvement in 
the internal regulations of such Societies ; for the 
more defective each set of rules is certified to the 
magistrate the more likely are they to need revi3ion 
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and re-aihendment ; &ud thus it should seem that the per* 
8onalaggraiidizetuent'(BOt the welfare of the Societie8)of 
the said barrister will be increased, who, in the course 
of time, will probably aeqjiire. an arbitrary n^de of 
judging on such subjects v^ry ii^jurious to the free- 
dom and prosperity of Friendly Societies. Then con- 
sider that if the Societies •we,re allowed to choose their 
own Counsel, the united wisdom of the gentlemen of 
the bar would probably soon adduce practical sugges- 
tions of improvement in the internal regulations of 
such Societies ; but as the section now stands, the at 
tainment of an appro\red national table of subscriptions 
and insurances (whidi is one of the objects which I 
have in view) must be retarded, and in the interim frauds, 
bankruptcies, and other appalling consequences will 
l;ontinue as heretofore. To all the friends of John Tidd 
Pratt, Esq., the gentleman appointed under the section 
in question, I submit it would be far wiser that his 
public conduct should entitle him to the confidence 
and willing choice of the Friendly Societies rather 
than that he should be appointed in an unconstitutional 
manner, because jealousies will be thereby necessarily 
fostered, as well as much practical good prevented. At 
the same time I freely admit that^if the appointixie^t ia 
question is publicly approved of, a more suitable in- 
dividual than Mr. Pratt could not have been selected. 

Q. 27* But, pray« may not one individual, supposing 
he is guided by independent principles, effect more 
practical good than can be effected in the way: you 
propose ? 

A. I think not; for however well disposed an 
individual may be, yet as he may cease to exist on 
the morrow, of course all his practical knowledge dies 
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with him, and his successor may be a man of another 
spirit, and may (for aught I know to the contrary) 
capriciously proceed to remodel all his predecesscNr 
had done. I beg to add, that the appointment of 
a single barrister reduces itself to a question of public 
utility. On one hand, it is contended that the appoint- 
ment of a single barrister, as a common referee, is a 
principle of paramount importance, while on the other 
hand, it is insisted by the Friendly Societies at Cam- 
bridge, and other parts of the country, that they 
would rather confide in their provincial barristers^ or 
those who attend the Quarter Sessions. If the 
plan which I have suggested be adopted, the Societies 
in each county may each choose their common referee, 
and thus insure unanimity in principle ; whereas 
neither party* can choose, or control the choice of a 
i*eferee, as the law now stands. 

Q. 28. How do you propose to amend Section 4 ? 

A. In my humble judgment the words therein, ".shall 
be submitted, in £ngland and Wales, and Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, to the barrister at law for the time being 
appointed to certify the rules of Savings' Banks, and 
in Scotland to the Lord Advocate or any of his depu- 
ties, and in Ireland to such barrister as may be 
appointed by his Majesty's Attorney-General in Ire- 
land, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the said 
rules of such Society, or alteration or amendment 
thereof, are in conformity to law, and to the provisions 
of this Act," should be rendered thus, — Shall be 
submitted to a barrister- at-l aw, or advocate, for the 
purpose of ascertsdning whether the said rules of such 
Society, or alteration or amendment thereof, are in 
€ODf((»rmity to the provisions of, this Act, 
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. Q. 29. In answer to Q. IT^ you stated very cogent 
o))jections to Section 6, of the Act in question. How 
do you propose to amend it ? 

A. Pray excuse my answering that question ; for you 
will perceive, hy reference to Section 34, and com- 
paring it with Section 6, that the legislature of the 
day is of opinion^ that the magistrates in Sessions are 
more wise than it, and are therefore required to do 
(aided ty Mr. Pratt) what the legislature cannot do. 
I have taken the liberty of consulting Mr. Pratt 
thereon, who states that by Section 6, the jurisdiction 
of the magistrates to dec]d<e is imperative, and that as 
to all Societies formed after the 19th June, 1829, 
they have a right to require the certificate of actua- 
ries, relative to the correctness of the tables ; which 
will create an expense of five or ten guineas ; and it 
appears that the magistrates in Sessions assembled, 
have resolved not to enrol rules unless certified hy one 
or in some cases by two actuaries. Do these facts, 
coupled ^th what is stated in the answer to question 
8, evidence that the Act in question has verily arrived 
at ** the highest point of perfection in human legisla- 
tion,^' in this particular ? Allow me to remark, that 
the expense just named will probably prevent the for- 
mation of Friendly Societies; for it is the original 
expense that deters many benevolent persons from 
forming such institutions. [See the Supplement to 
Dialogue, pageS'55 and 64, and themagistrates'Jorder in 
Cheshire, printed in advertisement, page 71*] 

Q. 30. What objections have you to state to Sec- 
tion 8, of the Act in question ? 

A. The following, which I pointed out in my pe- 
tition to Pajrliament, namely, That upon the admis- 

B 2 
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sion of • each member into Friendly Societies, the 
practice is to deliver to hun a printed copy of the 
rules, with his name written therein, and the date of 
his admission. Whence then arises the necessity of im- 
posing ab eizaction of about £2, from a poor oppressed 
claimant, payable to the Clerk of the Peace, " being 
the actual expense" of making a copy of the rules of 
such Society, as the Section in question enacts? That 
is the main defect in this section, but there are one or 
two others of minor importance. 

Q. 31. I admit the objection stated is calculated to 
operate as a total denial of justice. But how do you 
propose effectually to remedy it ? 

A. By rendering the Section thus, — That all rules 
from time to time made and in force for the manage- 
ment of such Society as aforesaid, and duly entered in 
such book as aforesaid, and confirmed by the justices 
aforesaid, shall be binding on the several members 
and officers of such Society, and the several contri- 
butors thereto, and their representatives, all of whom 
shall be deemed and taken to have fall notice 
thereof, by such entry and contribution as aforesaid. 
And that upon the admission of each member into 
any such Society, he shall sign the original rules 
thereof, and enter the date of his admission opposite 
thereto, which entry shsull be witnessed by the Clerk 
or Secretary of such Society, and that a printed copy 
of such rules shall then tnd there be delivered to such 
member, with his name written therein, and the date 
of his admission, whic^ shall 1>e signed by the said 
Clerk or Secretary in the following form, that is to 

say, " A. B. (the member) of , was admitted 

a member of the — — Society, on tl^e — day 



of . Signed, C. D., Secretary." i That th^ 

entiy of sach rules in such book as aforesaid^ or the 
transcript ther^f, deposited with such Clerk of the 
Peace as aforesaid, or a true copy of such transcript, 
examined with the original, and proved to be a true 
copy, or the - printed copy of such transcript so deli<- 
▼ered to such member, on his admission as aforesaid, 
or any counterpart thereof, signed by the Clerk or Se- 
cretai7 of the Society, for the time being, on the 
admisdon of any other member of such Society, ^^shall 
be receired as evidence,'' &c. [following the remaining 
words of the Section, 8:] — please to compare the above 
with Section 8. 

Q. 82. What objection have you to Section 13 ? 

A. Two. One respects the investment of the funds 
of these institutions in the sister kingdom ; for which 
no provision is made, and to which it is my design to 
call the attention of the Irish members ; and the other 
respects the amendment which I have submitted in the 
supplement to the Dialogue. [See my answer to Q. 
23, and the Supplement to Dialogue, p. 56.] 

Q. 83. What objection have you to state to Section 
24? 

A. My<objectioa to section 24, arises upon an erro- 
neous and mischievous legal opinion. To justify the 
adoption of itj it was alleged that it would be bene- 
ficial to poor widows and children of deceased members 
of Friendly Societies, in all cases where the funeral 
money does not exceed £20 ; that as no exception of the 
kind was introduced into the former Friendly Society's 
acts, thei*efore the widows or other representatives of 
deceased members were previously bound to administer, 
in every case, to discharge Societies on receipt of the 
funeral money ; whereas the. funeral money is a vested 
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interest in tlie representative : as if A« stipulates to pay 
a premium or subscription to insure a given sum to B. 
on the demise of A., and performs tlie condition, B. is 
clearly entitled to the sura insured on the demise of A. 
without taking out letters of administration. Suppose, 
however, that the legal opinion of the Author of the 
Section was strictly correct, why even then, the prdi]cttcal 
effect of it would be to allow any dishonest Society to 
quibble with a poor widow or orphan, and, in effect, 
allege, '^ That, for ought we know to the contrary, some 
one of your numerous relations maytake ikit Ut^rs of 
administration. Nay, (it may urge,) in order to obtain 
your money, you must take out letters of administml^ 
yourself; for we are not ^ satisfied that no will li^as 
made, and that no letters of adminnstration will be 
taken out,^ and, not being satisfied of tkese facts, the 
act says that we are not to pay yon.'' 

Q. 34. Pray, Sir, what would be the effect -^f such 
a decision f 

A. Why, to impose the following grievous, burthen- 
some expenses payable from the miserable pittance of the 
representatives of deceased members ; viz., if the sum 
administered does not exceed £20, £l. 7^* Gd, ;««-tf 
under £40., £3. 17*. 2cf, ;— if under £60., £4. Zs. 6d. 
besides, the grievous charges in cases where the parties 
happen to reside at great distances fi'om the Bishop's 
Court, Therefore it appears that Section 24 is In 
direct opposition to the benevolent principles contained 
in sections 17? 31, and 37> and contrary to the above- 
mentioned clear and defined principle of law.* 

Q. 35. How do you propose to remedy the Section 
now under consideration ? 

* The Stamp duty on each of these cases under Section Sf, is 
ddubtless remitted, t^hich in the s^ohdand third oi^es is l^g. eaclv 
the Erst case there is no duty. 
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A. By petitioning the legislature to repeal it. 

Q. 36^ May I now request your kind attention to the 
prhiciples contained in Sections 25, 2T, and 28^ of the 
«aid act, and your opinion thereon ? 

A. The 27th and 28th Sections were made to gratify 
two prevailing preja dices existing among a small portion 
of: Friendly Societies, diametrically opposed in sen- 
timent ;''otte part alleges that it cannot hrook the 
dietum of the magisterial bench, hut must hare a 
•board of arbitrators to settle all its disputes ; while 
' the other part insists that no decision shall serve it but 
la solemn appeal to the bench. Now the great bulk 
of such Societies desire that the statute law should 
allow perfect freedom to each Society, to determine 
what is the best practical method of administering 
. its pwn affairs ; of profiting by its personal experience ; 
and of perfecting its rules. They wisely insist that each 
Society should be allowed a sound discretion, not 
merely to aettle disputes in the Society, but to enforce 
its rules by the sanction of just penalties, according 
to ancient usages: and for that purpose to invest a whole- 
some executive power, either in the general meeting, 
the committee of management, the afbitrators, or the 
magistrates, as the rules may determine — in short, that 
the act may embrace all }>ossible contingencies, [See 
Section 2, pages 17 and 57> whereby it appears that each 
Society is constituted a little independent legislative 
assembly,] subject to the review of a barrister, before 
the articles of the Societies are suffered to be enrolled. 
Then by the 25th section, the refined doctrine of un- 
defined constructive frauds is established, which the 
bulk of Friendly Societies desire to explode ; so that 
every individual may read in the rules of his own 
Sooifety what is fraud and what is not; that the magis- 
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trate, the general meeting, the con^mittee/or the 

arbitrators, as the case may be, mc(y Ihcewifoe read 

therein their res]>ectiTe jarisdictious clearly defined, 

so that on every question of fraud, the bonsideratioB 

may be reduced to the simple inquiry: — ^Is the man 

guilty or not of the facts charged against him ? — 

instead of, as the case now is : — Is he gailty pf a 

very nice, refined, and constructive departure from 

the said 25th Section, tiz., ^^ And for vhich offence 

no especial provision is made in the rules of 8«oh 

Society/' 

Q. 87* What are the words in the Sections 27 and 

28, which you rely upon to show that your aasweir is 

correct relative tothq^Sei^tions ? 

A. By reference to Section 279.it is enacted. ^^ That 
provision shall be mad^ by one or more of the rules of 
e^ry such Society « to be ponfirmed as reqmred by this 
act^ specifying whether 4 refei^eoce^f etery matter in 
dispute between any sueh ^Society or any person acting 
under them, &c., sbaU bemad^ to jUsticea or to arbitra- 
tors, to be appointed inthe manner hereinafter directed/' 
which Mr. Pri^t^bas declared to mean, what every 
lawyer will admit the correctness of, viz.,— r-that the 
clause is made toauit the prejudices of the fii'st part 
of the minor portions ot Friendly Societies above 
referred to. On the other hand it is equally clear tlvat 
Section 28 is made to suit the prejudices of the other 
part. 

. . Q. 38. Although I admit the above consideration^ 
are very important, yet I cannot but.thinlc that sufficient 
prot<)etion is already given, because the words *^ every 
vnatter in dispute "&c. seems to me^t every gase. 

A. 1 concede the words you quote areamply sufficient 
in all cases in which deputes fairly arise, and are 
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ai fairly settled ; penal laws are^ however, not made 
for such cases, but for the lawless. And I assert 
without fear of contradiction, that in all cases in 
which the arbitration clause is adopted in the rules, 
if any such Society shall dishonestly choose not to 
"dispute" with, but arbitrarily deny relief to indi- 
vidual members^ in that case no relief can be 
obtained but by filing a bill in Chancery. On the 
other handy if the prejudices of that minor portion 
of Societies, who will bow to no authority but a 
bench of justices, is to prevail by having " every 
dispute " in the Society referred to magistrates, why, 
in that case, each member will be entitled to a 
summary right of appeal to magistrates ; nevertheless, 
that principle is highly objectionable, because it 
contravenes the true intent and meaning of Section 2^ 
(to the words of which I referred you in the answer 
to Question d6,) and thus we perceive that Sections 
27 and 28, make it imperative for Friendly So- 
cieties to be governed by one prejudice or the other, 
of the minor portion jof such Societies defined 
in answer to Question 3A Under such circumstances 
it is impossible to suggest any practical improvement 
in the internal regulations of such Societies — in fine, the 
consequence is that under Section 279 justice will be- 
denied, and under Section 28, any litigious member 
may be constantly compelling the attendance of the 
ofBicers of Societies before magistrates. The principles 
in these Sections thus separated, are mj^t mischievous, 
whereas if they were combined (as I shall afterwards 
show) they .would prove most salutary and beneficial. 

Q. 39. How do you propose effectually to remedy 
the above mentioned evils ? 

B 5 
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A. In the first place^ by repealing the following words 
in Section 25, namely, " and for which oflfence no especial 
provision is made in the rules of such Society," and by 
introducing the following words in their stead, — Con- 
trary to the true intent and meaningof the rules of such 
Society. And after the words, " And award double the 
amount of the money so fraudulently obtained to be 
paid to the treasurer," add — Or other duly appointed 
officer of the Society according to the rules of any 
such Society. Those amendments would in my hum- 
ble judgment produce the most salutary effects in the 
administration of justice, and of the general affairs of 
such Societies, because it would induce the Societies 
to take care that their rules contain wholesome and 
just maxims ; recollecting that when such rule's are 
enrolled, they are as much a portion of the law of 
England, as the statute law ; and equal in authority. 

Q. 40. But is not the principle, in Section 25, of 
which you complain useful, in cases where the rules 
of Societies are defective ? 

A. Certainly not; for if Societies are so indifferent 
about .principle as to adopt the first idle notion thfit 
presents itself, rather than study the writings of their 
benevolent friends, nothing but some serious pinching 
evil will arouse them to reform themselves. And is it 
not more wise that the few should suffer for their folly 
and idleness, than that the whole body should be mis- 
led by undefined and unconstitutional principles ? 

Q. 41. But What amendments d6 you propose to 
make in Sections 27 and 28 ? 

A. None whatever in principle : I only desire that the 
following words in Section 27, vi?., ** That provision 
shall be made by one or more of the rules of everif 
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such Society/' be rendered thus, — That provision 
shall he made by one or more of the rules of any such 
Society, and that Section 28 he n^de conformable 
thereto. 

Q. 42, But I thought you intended to strike out 
those Sections from the statute book * I cannot com- 
prehend your design,^ pray explain it ? 

A,, My design is simply to explode the old proverb, 
** that it is impossible to please every body," and 
demonstrate to the legislature how that wonderful 
anomaly may be e£f^cted. I propose to introduce the 
following Section into the act — ^And be it further 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that if by the rules 
of any such Society, it is directed that charges of fraud 
or any other penal offence against individual members 
of such Society, which by the rules of such So- 
ciety subjects the offender to expulsion, shall be 
decided by a general meeting of the Society, or by a 
division thereof, to which the offender may belong, or 
by arbitration, then, and in every such case such 
Society shall by its rules direct how and in what 
manner such cases shall be decided ; and if the rules 
of such Society shall direct such cases to be decided 
by a general meeting of the Society, a clause shall be 
inserted therein, allowing the party complained of 
to demand arbitration ; and in evei*y such case an equal 
number of arbitrators on each side shall be then and 
there chosen, (the number whereof shall be determined 
by the rales of su^h Society,) with power for such 
arbitrators to choose an umpire, ^^ none of which ar- 
bitrators being beneficially interested,'' &c. [Then re- 
model the following words in Section 27^ agreeably 
hereto.l But in all such cases, if the party complained 
df shall prefer to have his case decided by the general: 
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.meeting, the decision of such general meeting shall he 
£nal and conclusive without appeal to justices of the 
peace or any other tribunal, provided always, that if 
any individual member of any such Society, shall in the 
course of his examination before such general meeting 
demand arbitration, and be refused such demand, then 
and in every su<^h case, if the general meeting shall 
decide the case agaihst the member so demanding ar- 
bitration, he shall be at liberty to appeal from such 
decision to justices of the peace, who shall and may 
summon the officers of such Society against whom the 
complaint shall have been made in manner herein- 
before directed, but in case the decision of such 
geneial meeting shall be in favour of the n^ember s^ 
demanding arbitration, it shall be final. 

Q. 48. But are you not aware that there are many 
^Societies who find it exceedingly difficult' to choose 
arbitrators not connected with their Society ; and 
whose disputes have always been satisfactorily settled 
by their eonmiittee of management, formed and chosen 
according to their rules, 

• A. Yes ; and if such Societies desire to have a clause 
in the act allowing them to chpose a comxplttee tQ 
settle their disputes as heretofore, they had better peti<^ 
tion the legislature to that effect, ivhile |h0 act is 
under review : in principle, it will be very easy to 
prepare a Section to meet their wishes, without con- 
travening the principle that arbitrators ought not to be 
members of the Society. bdeed» tf the plan suggejsted 
by oiir friendly interview prevail^ each Society may 
adopt by its rules the wisi^st method of adndinistering 
its affairs which circumstances will allow. 

Q. 44. And as there are many Speietles in the 
country instituted under the patronage of benevolent 
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miuisters of religion, and other friends to the virtuous 
and frugal habits of th^ '^ working classes/' who forip 
Committees of management, and, to whom the Societies 
with confidence refer the settlement of all their dis- 
putes, might not, therefore, the provision contained 
in Section 12, of the act in question, be 90 enlarged 
as to meet such cases ? 

A. Certainly ; and it may be done, as I apprehend, 
l>y introducing the following clause, namely, — ^That if 
by the rules of any such Society, it be provided that a 
committee of management of honorary members and 
others shall be appoiute;d, to conduct its affairs, and 
that the disputes which may arise in any such Society, 
between any such Society or any person acting 
^nder them, and any individual member thereof, 
or person claiming on account of any member, 
shall be decided by such committee according to 
the rules of any such Society ; then and in such 
ease the decision of such committee, according to 
the rules of- such Society, shall be final and con- 
clusive, without appeal to the general meetinjg of 
mtch Society i but if any member shall feel himself 
aggrieved by the decisiou of such committee, he 
shall be. allowed an appeal from such de.cisiou' to two 
justices of^the p^ace, who shall determine the merits 
oi the case according to the rules of such ^oclety^ 
aud make such order therein as to them shaU seem 
just ; and shall enfoice such order in manner here- 
inbefore mentioned ; provided always^ that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed, as giving or 
granting, or intended to give or grant, jurisdiction to 
justices of the peace, in any case^ in which the rules of 
any such Society shall declare, that the deci3ion of 
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such committee of management shall he final and 
conclusive, and not suhject to the review of justices, 
or any other tribunal whatever. Such a clause would 
doubtless enlarge and define Section 12, of the 10th 
Geo. IV., c. .50. 

Q. 45. Pray^ Sir, what is necessary to he done in 
order that treasurers, trustees, and other ojficers who 
commit frauds, may he summarily punished t 

A. The following clause should he adopted, — Pro*- 
vided always, that if any treasurer, trustee, or other 
officer of such Society for the time heiag, shall 
fraudulently apply the monies, hooks, papers, or other 
property of the Society, to his or their private pur* 
pOses, or to any purpose whatever, in direct violation of 
the rules of any such Society, or shall abscond with 
such monies, hooks, papers or other property, then 
and in every such case it shall be lawful for any such 
Society, by its rules, orders, and regulations, to direct 
how and in what manner all such cases shall he prose- 
cuted; care being taken therein to give jurisdiction to 
one justice of the peace to enforce instant justice. 

Q. 46. But might not Sections 27 and 28, and your 
proposed improvements, be reduced into a smaller 
compass than so many divisions and subdivisions ? 

A. Doubtless they may; and with confidence I 
submit thiat the following clause, coupled with Sec- 
tions 2 and 3 of the Act in question, the words of 
which are 'given in answer to Question 19, will be 
amply sufficient, that is to say, — And whereas it is of 
importance to the general welfare and improvement of 
the internal regulations of such Societies, to allow to 
any such Society the unlimited power of providing by its 
rules how and in what manner the offences and dispute 
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Society, or any perS6n acting* under them, and any 
ihdividaal member thereof, or person claiming on 
siccount of any member, shall be fettled ; be it 
therefore enacted, That if the rules of any such 
Society shall direct the disputes and offences aforesaid 
to be decided by a general meeting of the Society, or 
by a division thereof, to which the disputant or offender 
may belong, or by a committee of management chosen 
for that purpose, or by arbitrators, or by an appeal to 
einebr ^iA>magisti'ates, then and in either of such cases 
tlVe' rules of every such Society shall contain apt legal 
words, ^clearly defining its principles, and which rules 
shaill also contain apt legal words, sufficient to give 
legal effect to all the moral and legal principles therein 
contained, by sanctioning such principles with fines, 
and such other penal consequences as accord with 
the general laws and usages of such Societies, from 
titne immemorial used and approved of therein, and 
agreeably to the provisions of this Act; and shall 
also contain ample' provisions whereby jurisdiction 
inay be given to the administrators of the law, to 
iB^nforce speedy justice against the violators of the 
rules of any such Society. And if the rules of any 
^uCh Sociisty shall direct the disputes and offences 
aforesaid, to be decided by the general meeting of the 
Society, or by a division thereof to which the disputant 
of offender may. belong, with a clause, allowing him 
to demand arbitration, while the offence or matter in 
dispute is in a course of investigation ; and if in any 
such case it be directed that an equal number of arbi- 
trators b^ chosen on each side, the number whereof, 
find thie manner of choosing them to be determined 
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by the rules of any such Society ; ** then and in si^ch 
case, whatever award," &c. [following the words of 
Section 27> relative to enforcing the award.] But in 
all such cases, if the party complained of shall prefer 
to have his case decided by the general meeting [here 
read the words contained in answer to Question 42 
to the end of the answer, and then read the clause 
verbatim relative to the committee of management, 
stated in answer to Question 44.] 

Q. 47* Allow me now to recall your att^tion to 
your answer to my question 23, as it respect%the civil 
remedies against treasurers and trustees, in which par- 
ticular yon admit the act in question is perfect, and at 
the same time explain the general principles upon 
which you urge the adoption of the above amend- 
ments. 

A. You will remark that the 25th, 27th, and 28th 
Sections of the act in question, in their purview, con- 
template the protection of the Societies from the evil 
designs of fraudulent private members, not trustees or 
other officers. But have not treasurers, trustees, 
and other officers, defrauded Societies to an alarming 
degree, whom the law has not reached, nor can 
reach under the present act, but by medium of the 
court of Cyhicery, ^^ a remedy far worse than the 
disease V* But why are individual interests left unpro- 
tected ; for have there not been many fraudulent and 
unjust Societies, that have denied relief to individual 
members, and should not our law fairly poise the 
balance of power and just rule ? Allow me to tell you, 
that that constitution or code of laws which holds the 
doctrine of uiidefined frauds is miserably defective ia 
principle, and dangerous in the extreme; for it subjects 
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.every man to thearbitrary dogma and caprice of his judge^ 
whether such judge be a magistrate^ a committee, an ar- 
bitrator, or a general meeting. Thus the Judge (and 
not the law) is arbitrarily to declare 'whfit is fraud, 
and what is. noti That methinks is a prmciple 
too despotic to remain in the laws and constitution 
^Friendly Societies. Moreover, I beg to urge to 
youi dispassionf^te judgment a distinction between 
frauds committed by trustees or other officers, and 
those which are committed by private members. 
That distinction is most important, when we recollecl; 
that by virtue of ftie official character of the former, 
they have easy facilities x)f committing fffauds, which 
the private members have not; but the latter to 
effect frauds must resort to numerx>u8 shifts, and 
subtle contrivances, which the vigilant watchfulness of 
the Society, founded upon just rules and maxims^ may 
detect and prevent ; for each of these cases^ tbierffore, 
wholesome laws should be made^ Now olnpirvA, the 
sad defect in the 27th Sectioi^, made to suit the. caprice 
of the minor portion of Society, alluded to in answer 
to Question 36^ who contend that a board of arr 
bitrators should settle every dispute. And suppose 
a dishonest treasurer, trustee, secretary^ or other 
officer, composed of such minm* portioo.tif* Society, to 
have obtained the legal possession of the Society's 
funds, and then fraudulently apply them to bis private 
purpqses, would he not, under the 27th Section 
have a legal right to dispute the case, and iusbt upon 
such dispute being settled by arbitration. And where 
is the money likely to go in the interim ? On that 
point 1 beg to refer you to my Treatise, pp. 10 — 12. . 
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Q. 48« Have you any otber considerations to ad- 
vance on this point ? 

A. Yes ; I will suppose the case of any quibbling 
Society, acting as did the Market-Street Society, in 
the case of Widow Andrews, stated in my book, 
pages 93-r-90 : it naturally occurs to inquire, who are 
to be the arbitrators, in such cases ; and where are 
they to be found ? Now it appears by Section 27^ 
that they are to be a board chosen for the purpose, 
immediately upon the rules being enrolled, to decide a 
o&se which, in some cases, will not happen for ten years 
or. more, then next following. And the advocates of 
the system contend that the arbitrators ought to . be 
paid men: it follows from these premises that if 
their residence should happen to be unknown to 
poor oppressed members, as will very likely be the 
ease ; or that if the Society chooses to intervene the 
exercise of their authority, no redress can be had 
withoat resorting to the Court of Chancery, as I 
stated in answer to Q. 88. 

Then there are abundant i-easons earnestly to 
contend, that a wholesome jurisdiction be given te 
general meetings, to decide all questions of public 
interest to the Society ; for besides the interest created 
in such discussions, the publicity thereby given to the 
case in question, produces a grand moral effect; and 
is it necessary to argue that all actions, good or bad, 
lose their value to Society by secrecy ? And 1 beg 
to refer you to pp. 36-^37, 67 — 78, of my Treatisey 
where I have discussed these points more at large* 

Q. 49. But would you then call general meetings to 
decide cases in whicli the trustees or other officei^ 
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abscond, or attempt to abscond witb tbe Societies' 
funds ? 

^ A. Certainly not, but rather by the rules invest the 
proper officers of the Society with a power, whereby 
they may instantly apply to a magistrate ; for iik all 
such cases speedy justice is the grand desideratum. 
Now consider the above principles in cdntra-distinc- 
tion to the principles of that class of Society, who 
Would have every disputed fraud decided by arbitra- 
tion. And allow me again to urge your attention to 
those references contained in my last answer. To 
be ^ little more particular ; I would have general 
meetings called to'^decide all cases, in which money 
is either fraudulently obtained by feigning illness 
On one hand, or by reason of illness occasioned by 
immoral conduct on the other ; or for any other iMreaeh 
of the rules, subjecting the offending party to expul- 
sion. Qut in all cases in which money is obtained 
frotai flw Society, by means of a forged signattire, or 
other fraudulent means, the party offending should 
'fee' objected to immediate prosecutibn; and classed 
Witli those perilous to whom your question relates. 

'^. 60. Have you any cases to state whicfh warrant 
the adoption of your proposed amendmenl;s ? 

A. Yes, very many, some of which' will be found in 
Day book ; others I am ready to explain to the legisla- 
ture when called upon, or to any private friend of 
these institutions. 

Q. 51. Allow me to recall your attention to your 
answer to Q. 88, and state how you propose to 
amend the Act in behalf of private members, to whom 
justice is arbitrarily denied I 

A. I propose ta introduce the following clause into tl)Q 
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•Act, — That if complaint shall he made to one justice of 
the peace, residing within the county in which any euch 
Society shall he held, hy any member of such Society, 
or hy the. widow, or child, or nominee, or representa- 
tive^ of any member of such Society, of relief havings 
been unjustly refused to him, her, or them, any 
or either of them, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the rules of any such Society, it shall be 
lawful for the said Justice-, and he is hereby required, 
upon copEiplaint made by or on behalf of the person 
or. persons aggrieved, thereby to summon all, any, or 
either of the officers for the time being, o£ such 
Society, and upon his, her, or their appearance, or in 
default thereof, upon due proof upon oath of the service 
of such summons or sununonses, such justice shall 
proceed to ^lear and determine the said complaint, and 
award such sum of money to be forthwith paid, (or paid 
at a. future period according to the rules of such So- 
ciety,) to such complainant as shall appear to such 
justice to be due to such complainant, together with the 
like sum for travelling expenses, and costs of the 
complainant, and any material witness produced by him, 
as is allowed to witnesses for their attendance on trials 
in his Majesty's Courts of Common Law ; and if the 
said sum se to be awarded, together with such costs, 
shall not be forthwith and in the presence of sucfi 
justice paid, (or paid at a future day, according to 
the rules of such Society as aforesaid,) to such 
complainant, or to some person or persons attending in 
his .or her behalf, then such justice shall by warrant 
under his hand and seal, cause such sum and costs as 
aforesaid, to be levied by distress, or by distress and 
sale of the monies,, goods, chattels, securities, and 
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effects belonging to the daid Society, together with all 
farther costs and charges atteiiding such distress, or 
such distress and sale, returning the ovto^los (if any) 
to the stud Society, or to the trieasurer, or any dne 6f 
the trustees thereof ; and if no such distress can be 
found, then the levy shall be made by distress and 
sale of the proper goods of all, any, or either of th0 
officers of the said Society so summoned, as aforesaid, 
and so neglecting or refusing as aforesa,idj together 
with such further costs and charges as aforesaid, 
returning the overplus (if any) to the owner ; and so 
from time to time, as often as complaint shall be made 
of the non-payment of any sum or sums, directed by 
siich order to be paid at a future period, aa aSTori^said, 
8uch justice shall, by a like warrant, cause such 
arrears from time to time to be levied, togj^ther with 
the further costs thereby incurred, upon the principle, 
and in manner before directed. But whatever sum oir 
sums shall be paid by any such officer or officers, or 
which shall be levied on his, her, or their proper goods, 
in pursuance of the order of any such justice as afore- 
said, shall be repaid with all damages accruing to him, 
her, or them, by ieind out of the niouies belonging to such 
Society, or out of the first monies which shall there- 
after be received by such Society ; provided a,l^ays, 
that if it shall appear to such justice of the peace, on 
examining the matter of complaint of the said dom- 
pl^nant, that his or her case had been previously and 
justly decided according to the rules of such Society, 
aguust whom the complcdnt was made, then and in 
such case the like costs shall be awarded to be paid 
Vy such complainant to the said Society, iind ivbltlx 
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shall be recovered as is hereinbefore directed, in eases 
where the relief or allowance provided by the rules of 
any such Society is unjustly received or obtained by * 
fraud. But such justice shall have a discretionary 
power to award the costs of such Society, to be 
paid by such complainant as aforesaid ; as under 
the circumstances of each particular case may appear 
just and proper ; provided always, that if any member 
shall appeal from the decision of any general meeting 
of such Society, who has been denied arbitration to 
him in manner, and upon the terms hereinbefore 
mentioned, [see answer to Q. 42,] such appeal shall 
be made to two justices of the peace residing within 
the county in which such Society shall be held ; who 
shall be impowered to determine the case, and award 
a like sum for costs as is hereinbefore directed, in 
cases of arbitrary denials of justice. But if such 
case should be decided against the complainant, then 
only 10^. shall be awarded to be paid by him to the 
Society, for costs, to be recovered of him in manner 
aforesaid. [To justify the adoption of this clause, 
I refer you to the petition of Mrs. Susan Andrews, 
page 60, and also to the facts and considerations 
advanced in my book, p. 93—99, 112 — 113.] 

Q. 53. Does it occur to you that there are any other 
material omissions in the Act in question ? 

A. Yes: I do not find that any power whatever is 
l^ven to summon or* compel the attendance of witnesses 
before magistrates, committees, or arbitrators ; and the 
truth Js, that neither in administering justice under the 
Friendly Societies' Act, nor under any other Act, 
which relates either to civil disputes or pe&unitarif 
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penalties, hdLYeihey {thetnagistrates) a vestige of power 
more than what the Act itself gives> which relates- to 
such cases. To remedy this defect, therefore, I pro- 
pose to introduce the following section, namely, — That 
it shall be lawful for such justice or justiceSj, at the 
request of the party complaining, or complained 
against, to summon all .persons as witnesses, and to 
administer an oath to them or either of them, touch- 
ing the matter of such complaint, or the defence made 
thereto ; and if any person or persons so summoned 
shall not obey such summons without any reasonable 
Qr lawful excuse, or refnse to be examined upon oath, 
or if a Quaker, upon solemn affirmation, then every 
such person so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum 
uot exceeding [aay 40«.,] to be levied by distress, and 
that a commitment shall issue in default of such 
distress, as is hereinbefore directed, in the case, of 
money obtained or withheld from any Society by 
fraud. 

Q. 54. Is there any other defect in the Act 10 Geo. 
IV.,c, 56? 

A* Yes: by Section 31, £4. 11«. 3d. per cent, per 
anuum, is allowed for interest on the capital of one 
portion of Friendly Societies ; and £3. Ids, on the 
ci^ital of the other portion. Therefore my petition 
contained an earnest request to Parliament, to inter- 
fere with Government, that no unequal kindness be 
allowed to the Friendly Societies. [See answer to Q. 

56.], 

... Q. 55. I toqk the liberty of asking you by Questioi^ 
2] how the evils adverted to in my answer to your 
first question might be remedied ; will you explain that 
now ? 
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A. It would require more room than I have aissigiied 
for myself in this friendly interview to answer this 
question at large. That there is an almost endless 
variety of contradictory principles^ miscalculations^ 
indefinite phrases, &c., in the rules of Societies now 
extant, is clear. And if you wish to avoid these 
evils in your rules, allow me respectfully to request 
you to give my hook a candid perusal ; and then, 1 
think, upon reflection, you will he fully satisfied 
upon that point. I heg to add that, if puhlicly sup- 
ported, it is my fixed purpose to persevere until I find 
each little community of Friendly Societies in the united 
kingdom, estahlished upon just principles, worthy of 
puhlic confidence and support, and rendered a general 
hlessing to the industrious poor ; and I have written a 
circular letter to the memhers of hoth Houses of 
Parliaiqent to that effect. If, therefore, you are of 
opinion that the facts disclosed in our friendly inter- 
course entitle me to puhlic support, he kind enough 
to hring the matter as early as possihle hefore the 
memhers of your Society. And to assist either your 
Society or yourself personally to prepare a petition to 
Parliament, I will at the foot hereof adduce extracts 
of petitions, presented to Parliament hy Lord John 
Russell, on the 2d March, and it may he useful to 
remark, that petitions to Parliament^ may he written on 
paper in a plain, round hand. 

In conclusion I heg to ask, what Englidh patriot can 
hut desire that hefore the act in question comes under 
full operation (viz. on the 19th of June, 1832) it may be 
revised and perfected, so that it may he gratefullyhailed 
as the harbinger of justice and peace ; that it may here** 
after operate so as to inforce every legal and mord 
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principle ; perfect the constitution of, and prevent the 
repetiton of crying evils and abases in Friendly Societies. 
Lord John Bussell has kindly suggested to me, that it 
is not likely parliament will be disposed to revise the act 
in question unless more petitions are presented. To you 
therefore, Sir, I urge, in behalf of the afflicted, the 
widow, and the orphan poor, the principle educed 
from christian philosophy, viz., ^^ that it is more wise to 
prevent than correct evils.'' And who can tell the sore 
distress which " lonely poverty" suffers without the 
cheering aid afforded by sympathy and pity ? And 
how, I ask, can the afflicted poor legally make publip 
their sufferings, or procure an act of parliament to be 
revised? The spirit of philanthropy is called to 
exert its noblest energies in a cause like this. 

To such Societies, who, for the reasons stated in 
answer to Question 23, have not yet enrolled them- 
selves, I urgently appeal to assist in this public work, 
so that whenever, by reason of evils which will arise, 
they shall find it necessary to resort to the protection 
of the law of the land, they will doubtless rather 
have an act of parliament perfected in every prin- 
ciple for their public security, than otherwise. In the 
mean time, I shall be happy to assist l^em in any way 
they please, so as to give full eS^et to their principles. 

Q. 56. But how do you propose to become useful 
to the public relative to the foregoing matters ? 

A. By rendering Friendly Societies such assistance 
as they may require in the preparation of their rules 
on sound legal principles, and in forwarding them 
through the different stages previous to enrolment at 
the Quarter Sessious ; also by giving ample explanations 
to all inqvuries that nmy be made by, or on behalf of, 

c 
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'snch Societies, relative to all or any of the inatt^ts to 
which our attention has now been bHefly dire<ited ; atid 
I repeat, what I adverted to in ans'n^er to qaestionlfiS, 
that it is a matter of importance to all Societies to 
attend to the careful investment of their capital fund : 
the advantage of investing with the Commission^ of 
the National Debt will appear, if yon' advett td tlie 
fact that they will receive any sum not less fhfln' £^50, 
'and^Y^y interest thereon after the rate of £3. 16^. 0|df. 
per cent, per annum, to all such Societies as w^ere iiot 
* formed and enrolled under the act 5^ G. III. c. i"28 ; 
and the sum of £4. 11«. 3d. per cent, per annum, on 
the capital fund of all such Societies' as were ehroRed 
under that act. The commissioners add thd fnl^siiest 
to the capital fund every half-year, when the accounts 
are made up and rendered to the Societies : so tbHsd no 
expense is incurred by attending at the bank to 
receive dividends ; but the greatest facility is retid^ted 
either in paying or receiving the' Societies iiibbeis. 
Be it remembered, that all investments effected in 
Savings' Banks, will produce no more thkti JBS. 18*. 
5^rf. per cent, per annum; some* pa^ 0nly^£3v 6*. 
Now when it is recollected that the mone^ invfe^d 
at the Savings' Banks is immediately traristiiifted 
to the National Debt Ofl&ce, I ask, why do the 
Friendly Societies suffer the Savings* Banks to gain 
the difference in the interest, to which our attention 
is now directed? You will find it useful to consult 
my Treatise on this point, which may readily" be done 
by referring to the index, under the head, "Invest- 
ment of f unds.^' It .has been suggested to me, 'that if 
a general LondonAgencyOffice was established t6 Effect 
the above matters for the Societies on nkod^rate terms. 



,.,}tfj^g^f be. p/ greater p^]J^ics^dyant^g^; and the more |Jo 
^^ w^.^dxerttp^thp ; fact, tl?iat when .Committees of So- 
.i^etie^. axe appqinted to prepare or re-model rules^ 
wU^tiout iatending ajoy disparagement. to their ability on 
jOtb^i; matters, it often happens that, .after having oc- 
. f ^pjie|4 J^9^Y. iponths in an^y Rebates, f^nd spent, 
.^^ ^me. ,^ses, £12, in others £20, for the use 
j^. ];QQms ^and other incidental expense^, they hare 
.adppted any other than sound legal principles. Several 
, So^etles have applied for and received my assistance, 
jnnd thereby avoided the inconveniences and expens 
. ju^t ;^v£rjted tQ, and John Tidd ;Pratt, Esq* being 
H^jti^fijed, of ;,the. publjw; usefulness of my labours, 
J^f^^j, kindly, promised to further them, as opportunity 
^.Vfi9,Y,!QSei\: Tp the noble friends of these benevolent 
ii^^tutions, I would respectfully suggest the propriety 
, of their est^.blishing a Society in Loi^don, having for its 
..jobjfept the publication of some cheap popular tracts; 
.r/^J^Uve to the /orip^tion of correct tables for the use 
of Frjf^dly Sppjetiep : thus the pilan suggeMed ia^he 
. istn^iwprs to.QufJstio^s 12 to 17, inclusive^ lyighj;. be Jm- 
, inedf^teJLy. acted up^n, and effect much public good. - It 
; i|5. j^jijPiatter o^ primary i^p9rta^ce that all bodies of men 
.sbo^Ji4^ iT^^h j^ajiqu^ care, watch the progress of all 
legislative en^ctnoents, avowedly made fo^ theh* pro^ 
tection jan^ I the ppre strenuously urge public attention 
to this sulyept i^pw, because ^the government and the 
. Ifigislatui'e of , th^day are very |avqura}>]y disposed to 
F^^ie^ly ^jpcietie^. Let it not, however, be.vaijjly 
iiuagined t;h^t,^^^f Friendly Societies are indifferent to 
, th^ir pe^sopVl intqrests«, others will trouble themselves 
, libout: .th^m.. In cppjylusipn, pardon me if I respectfully 
v.ff^j^ou.tpjf^n^/^jvjli^^ prayer, tl\^t 
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the present feeble effort to benefit our fellow-subjects 
may be crowned with the blessing of Almlglity God, 
without which ^^ nothing is strong/' or can succeed j 
and that ultimately we may be counted worthy^ 
through our Saviour's worth^, to join the generlil 
assembly of the Friendly Societies in heaven, where 
" tears are wiped from off all faces/' and wlierc 
there is ** fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore :** 
in the interim, Farewell. 



SUPPLEMENT TO DIALOGUE. 

Since my friendly interview with ** A member of a 
Friendly Society,'' I have received several letters rela- 
tive to the subject matters contained in our conversa- 
tion, some of which are contained in my Advertisement, 
at the end of this Supplement. The reader will now 
excuse a short digression. A respected friend in the 
country, who has written to me several letters on the 
general subject, mentions a case of '^ two old gen- 
tlewomen" resident in his town, Christians so called, who 
consider it (as I gather from the terms of his letter) 
downright heresy for Jews to preach the Gospel of 
Christ : notwithstanding their zealous efforts, however, 
to prevent it, a converted Jew did preach a sermon in 
the town, and hundreds of persons flocked to hear him: 
my friend says of the old gentlewomen, *' they were 
born half a century too late ;" aye, I was going to add, 
upwards of 1800 half centuries too late, twice told ; for 
although the Jews are cast off for a season, is it not 
expressly revealed by an inspired Apostle, subsequent 
to Messiah's resurrection from the dead, that *^all Israel 
shall be saved ? " But I ia^sure my friend, that not only 
are there ** old gentlewomeii" now living, " bom half 
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a century too late/' but likewise about tbree mistaken 
would-be-exclusive public guides (ifesident in London) 
of a like stamp^ who, to prove their generous regard for 
Friendly Societies, have made mighty efforts to stop the 
progress of my public labours, producing the same effect, 
forsooth, as that which was produced by the old " half- 
a-century-too-late-bom^gentlewomen." The burthen of 
their contention is, ^^ that the act in question, is a piece 
of superlative perfection in human legislation, the cor- 
rectness of which position no one darea question but 
myself:" to which 1 have replied, ^' fearful as it is I 
will take issue on the question thus raised, and with 
confidence look for the public award in my favour/* 

Q. 1. A visiternow appears and requests the author 
of the preceding '' Dialogue'' to state whether he did 
not, in, and subsequent to, the year 18279 write nu- 
merous letters to Lord John Russell, the Rev. J. T. 
Becher, M. A., Dr. Mitchell, and many other influen- 
tial persons ; also to the Rev. G« Burder, and to the 
members of th^ Provident Society at Fetter-Lane, 
as well as to about 280 other Friendly Societies 
in the kingdom ; also to Messrs. Cotter, Palmer, 
Russell, Bowles, Gast^ and Hunter, as well as a cir- 
cular to the members of both Houses of Parliament, 
on the subject matter contained in the precediA^ 
Dialogue without fee or reward ? 

A. Yes : and to v^ry many editors of the popular 
Miscellanies and Newspapers. 

Q. 2. HjBLve you received answers to any of your 
letters ? 

A. Very many ; here is the correspondence. 

Q. 3. Upon looking at that correspondence, my 
opinion is, that it should be published, in behalf of the 



M 

members of Friendly SocietWs: haTO yoa vijr 'ob- 
jection to publish it ? \_ 

A. Objectiou to publish it, Sir ! why read 107 Btate*. 
raeot in the advertisement, page 60, and say, if I.oogbt 
to be at aoy further expense in pitblisbing ; but if the 
Friendly Societies desire the publication, I"have not 
the least objection to gratify thejn. ~ .. 

Q. 4. But npoQ reading Mr. Cotter's last letter fp 
you, I thiulc; in justice to the cause whicli yov have 
espoused, that you should call a public meeting.. 

A. I have not the least objection; provided tfia^ a 
committee of gentlemen be formed in Iiondon^,t» 
conduct sueh meeting. Perhaps the best way "to 
form such committee would be for the London So- 
cieties to delegate a committee, who might issue a 
circular, respectfully requestiug the Friendly So'cietfes 
to consider the proposed amendmeuts contained in the 
preceding Dialogue, before the meeting: I propose that 
the meeting be fixed for about the latter end of Sep- 
tember,or beginning of October,and thus sufficient time 
will be given for mature and satisfactory dcliburation'. 
Vou will excuse my engaging to call a public meeting in 
any other way. It may be encouraging to raeulion to 
you, however, that Mr. Dumbrilt, of Brighton, iin 
written a letter to me, dated the 14th May, 183(K 
stating, " that if a committee is formed in London, and 
a circular sent to all the Societies, stating it to be 
necessary to petition. Parliaraent for furrier sraeiid- 
menta in the Act, and that a trifling expense will 
cover all expense's, he will then endeavour to give me 
the address of all the Societies he knows of roijnd the 
country," adding, " several of the Societies in Brigliton 
are favourable to your views." For further inforniii- 
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tiop I refer you to extracts from letters which I have re* 
ceived from Messrs. Bayley, Gay, Biihie, Fisher, 
Sanderson, Cotter, and Mackay. (See pp. 68 — 71.) 
Under these circumistances I shall wait till I hear again 
respecting the formation of a committee^ for the pQr<^ 
poses suggested by Mr. DumbrilL 

Q*^- A second visiter appears, and gravely asks. 
Pray, Sir, how is it that human laws are made to 
restritin the e;cercise of works of benevolence ? 

A^ Referring you to my answers to Questions 10 
and 11 |n the preceding Dialogue, I am of opinion, the 
reason is pimply because little petty interests are 
suffered in many cases to predominate, to the exclu- 
sion of freedom. Indeed the children of freedom 
sometimes weep when they observe how their parent 
is insulted and abused by men who have got her name 
at the tip of their tongues, in every sentence they 
utter ; while in very deed they are the despots of the 
world) Fling open wide (I urge) her doors to 
CViendly Societies, and then all the evils which I 
pHoiJqted Qut in my converse with ^^ A member of a 
Friendly Society,^ a short time since, will be remedied 
bjr the introduction and adoption of all the good 
principles w:^ich our friendly interview suggested: 
b^ai^^s, J, am very anxious to quicken the pace of 
the half-century-behind reformei-s. I should like the 
author of Section 6, of the Act 10 Geo. IV., c. 56, to 
read what I have written of his doctrines in pages 
27—^ and 83—92 of my " Treatise/' I do not like 
per^nalities ; but, then I am an admirer of British 
freedom. And I also wish Mr. Courtenay to read 
what I have slated in answers to questions 17 and 29, 
in th^/' Dialogue V^ if iso, perhaps it would induce 
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liTinnot to introduce cfanses into the Friendly Societies' 
Act, with so much precipitancy, in future. [See also 
the order of the justices in Cheshire^ P« 71«] 
' Q. 6. Another visiter in a somewhat quaint phraseo- 
logy, demands, Pray, Sir, did any thing happen to you 
on the 27th May, 1830, of public impoitance ? 

A. Yes: on that day I attended a second time with 
the new articles of the Provident Society, to have 
them enrolled at the General Sessions of the Peace, 
for the City of London, then held : (]^efe my Treatise 
on this point, pp. 136 — 138] but, " No,** said the proper 
officer, ^^ we cannot enrol your rules till the next Ses- 
sions, which will be held in July/' 

Q. 7» Can you tell me the reason ? •' 

A. The [reason. Sir?-— why the reason' is fiu^gested 
in Q. 5, of this Supplement. The truth is, the 
dame court will then 8it> and the Rules will then be 
read (or probably not read at all) by the same peiison. 
Viz., the Recoi'der of London. I hope our Mends 
both in the metropolis and the country, will speak out 
on this point. I will do so without reserve, and main- 
tain at any time and place that the certificate of the 
barristiBr under Section 4, of the Act* in question, is 
abundant security to the government on the one hand, 
and the interests of the Societies on the other, to allow 
the niles to be enrolled at the office of the Clerk of 
the Peace for each county, on any day of the year, 
(holidays excepted.) 

Q. 8. An esteemed friend then appeared, Und al- 
leged, "I happen to belong to a Friendly Society of 
Christian people, who were formed by the members of a 
congregation that hold a Chapel for public worship in 
Hinde-street, Manchester-square. Our Society invests 
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its capita^, with the trustees of the Chapel, and I wish 
tQ know if it can do so uader the 1 3th Section of the 
Act in question ?" — 

A.. No: and allow me to call your attention to my 

paisw^r to questions 23 and 32. To effect their ohject^ 

the trustee^ . and memhers of your 9(xciety should 

p^iti^on the jiegislature to alter the 13th Section thus : 

viz,, after the words, ^^ and he, she^ and they, is and 

^re )ierei)y authorised and required from time to time, 

hy and with the consent of such Society," [then pass 

th^ words] ^ to he had and testified in such manner 

.as. shall be directed by the general rules -of such 

Society," [and let the words] " to lay out or dispose,'' 

&c. [down to the words ending,] " banking company of 

Scotland," [^tand. Then repeal the UQllowing words,] 

." and not otherwise," [and instead thereof enact, — Qr 

in such other manner as shall be directed by the 

general jul^s of such Society,] ^' in the proper name of 

jiuch treasurer," &c. [to the end of the Section.]. If 

you petition the legislature to the above effect, you 

wiU probably induce others to follow your example, 

:and thus yaur object may be gained. 

. Q. 9. Another friend calls and says, ** Mr. Wright, 

you have stated in answer to Q. 36, that each Society 

i&constituted a little independent legislative assembly, 

and you h»,vfi grounded that remark on Section 2 of 

the Act in question, pray have you not omitted a few 

material words of that section? " [See page 18.] 

A. { thank you. Sir : it does appear that I have : 
they a^e the following:^' And also from time to time 
to alter a^d amend such rules as occasion shall rcc^iiire, 
or to annul and repeal the same, and to make new 
rules in lieu thereof, under such restrictions as are in 

c 6 
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thi8 Act contained:*' — ^but, Sir, I cannot brook " such 
restrictions*' for the reasons stated in answer to Q. 
6^ of this Supplement. ' ' ' - • '^^ 

Q. 10. Be calm, iSir,' while 1 call ^out" atteiitioh to 
the jiist 8entim€lnt which the great bulk>bf Friendlr 
Societies hare pnbliclj expreebed,^ throvgk jFOu^^ias 
their organ, page 31, viz.: ^' that they 'dedim>the 
stattite'law may embrace all possible c&htingencies.** 
How, I ask, can that grand desideratum be accom- 
plished ? 

A. By laying our heads together. ' I mean at a 
suitable time to pk-opose to tbem a friendfy challenge, 
yiz., that if they will point oat to the^legisbtture a given 
number of contingent evils; to be even* with them I 
will point out an equal number : and thus ^ff^<t the 
grand object advocated in answer to Q. 55: — prodigious! 
Do you hear. Sir, the clamour which isstied frtai the 
party travelling in the answer to Q. 11, page I'M ' 

Q 1 1. Yes, but what do^s it mean, ptAf-AefifHk^ H 
if you can? - ' ^ '^ 

A. Why Sir, read the account of '** the Ma^^eii^Je- 
women/* given in page 52, knd the prbbletnis solved ; 
the truth is, that the company ar^ half a ikiWdrj 
behind. ^:..:.n: 

Q. 12. Tn answer to Q. 5d^, you have dra#n' ft^^ftUM 
to compel the attendance of witnesses to glt^ evidence 
before magistrates, in questions relating toFrienrdly 
Societies: should not the power be extended to' the 
other executive powers mentioned in answer to (J. 86 ? 

A. That point deserves serious public Inv^iitigatldD, 
and I shall be happy to receive communlc^Ho^s' from 
iSocieties thereon, (postpaid,) that I may learn" what is 
the public sentiment about it. "' /' * "* ' ' 
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EXTRACTS FROM PETITIONS. 

"■ — •' ' ' ■ • — -* • ^ 1 . ._ ■.«,»•■ 

Extract from the Petition of the Provident Society, 
Presented by I^ordJohn Rus^etL March 2, 1830. 

To the Right Honorable the GomHi^ii^ qf the United 

Kiogdom of Great Briton and Ireland, in Pa,rliament 

assembled : 

The humble petitioa of a Friendly Socie^^ty 

called the Provident Society ^ connected with 

the congregation of Protestant Dissenters 

' under the pastoral oare ' of the - Rev* Greorge 

Border, of Fetter Laae^London, whose Rules 

.; '^ . have been duly eoroUed at the.quarter Sessions 

•' i of the peaoe in and for the City of London , 
i: Humbly showethy 

That your petitioners, with profound respect 

towards your honorable house, acknowledge with grate- 
ful eiuotipu the prevailing spirit of paternal regard 
hitherto manifested by his Majesty's Goveniment, and 
the Legislature, for the maintenance of the freedom of 
the Friendly Societies of this Kingdom. 

That although £7,6o6,6o6. and upwards, is 

, anuually ^i^Sked ])y the poor rates, the members of 
Friendly Societies feeling a just national pride, disdain 
to subnut ta the heated degradation of parochial relief. 
Their simple aim is to support jeach other in sickness 

, and old age, and to provide some suitable relief for 
their widows and fatherless children, or other rela- 
.tions, after death ; to assist each other in business, 
and render other kind and friendly offices ai^ occasion 
may require* 

That the Provident Society was founded in tha 
year 1806, under the patronage of the Rev. G. Burder, 
and the Elders of his congregation, bY six. ^^^t«^^^ 
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subscribing two shillings eadh, which sum they con- 
tinued to subscribe monthly : their numbers increased y 
and in a proper ratio^ their funds, which now consist of 
^the sum of £1900. stock in the three per Cents, besides 
a considerable balance of cash in hand ; of members 84; 
and they have paid for the general purposes df the in- 
stitution up to the year 1829, the sum of £1200. and 
upwards. 

The petition then went on to state the objections to 
the act 10 G. IV, c. 56, adverted to in the answers to 
Questions 26, 30, 33, 36, and 54, and concluded with 
the following prayer : 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray -that 
your honorable house will be pleased to tako 
the foregoing matters into your serious con- 
sideration and grant your petitioners such 
relief therein as to your honorable house 
shall seem meet, and, as in duty bound, your 
Petitioners will ever pray, &c. s^ 

Signed by order and in the behalf of the 
Provident Society, 

Josh. Bunnell {J-S::?^^4^ 

T -T . i Secretary of the 

Jas. Harrison [p.^OentS^ety, 

Extract from Mrs. Susan Jlndrews' Petitiony pre^ 
. sented by Lord John Russell^ March 2, 1830.'^ 

To the Honorable the Commons, &c. [as on p.£*9,]] 
The humble petition of Susan Andrews, of 
No. 8, Noble Street, Spafields, in the County 
of Middlesex, widow of the late Thomas 
Andrews deceased. 

Humbly showeth. 
That your petitioner's \aleH\x«Ai«sv4.^\iout 16 years 



sifice^ and up to the 21 October, 1828, (the day of his 
demise) was a member of a Friendly Society duly en* 
, rolled, held at the public house called or known by the 
sign of the Swan, at Market-Street, Beds. That upon 
the said Thomas Andrews's demise, there was due to 
your petitioner from the said Society the sum of £12. 28. 
That on the 2d November, 1828, your Petitioner 
attended at Market-Street in order to receive the said 
sum, but which the Society reftised to pay, alleging that 
they were then engaged in a lawsuit with one William 
Goodyear. 

That on the 23rd December following, your Peti« 
tioner again left London and applied to Samuel Crawley, 
Es<}k, a Magistrate of the County of Beds, resident at 
Stock well, to enforce the payment of her just demand, 
but Mr. Crawley said, that the proceeding must be 
before two magistrates, your petitioner, therefore, ap- 
plied to the Rev. — Lewis, another Magistrate for the 
san^i county residing at Toddin^on, about nine miles 
di^l^ut from Aforket-Street, to whose servant she com- 
niiinicated her business ; but Mr. Lewis refused to see 
yottp petitioner, w4iereiipon your petitioner, called at the 
house of Another Magistrate, residing ajt Boxmoor, who 
was coursing in the fields ; that your petitioner then 
appliedjto-— BinghaiA Esq. another Magistrate of the 
Coanty of Beds, who likewise said that he had mst 
jurisjiiction to act singly. 

Tkat your petitioner has a family of five children 
dependent upon her labour, and that she is in Yery great 
distress. 

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that 
your Honorable house will be pleased to take 
her case into your serious consideration, and 
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at tbe same tUne she begs leav^ hupiUy ^PJ^^' 
gest tlie propriety ofyoux e^tjU)lish^g the prin- 
ciple, that ONE Magistrate haye jurlsdiiQti^ii 
to decide all ^simil^ cases, a^d likewise that 
in all such cases tjiie principle , or. rul<e^ of li^tsr 
which governs bis Majesty's coi^rtis of common 
law^ with respect to witnesses who,^tteAd to 
give evidence in those courts, may be e|St^- 
blished by your Honorable house in behalf i>f 
poor claimants on Friendly Societies ;^imiIa,K'ly 
placed with your petitioner, whose^ c,^f|,^j^e 
humbly submits to your Honorable hp^se .is 
very grie^vous and quite at, va^^sf^ce j^^jth 
British honour aud justice. And,^your peti* 
as in duty bound will ever prfty,&c..^. ..... . 

[signed in the presence of Jas, WrightJ Susan Andre^9,* 
The Petition which J took the liberty of addressing 
to the House of Commons adverted to nearly, all jthe 
objections in. the act, stated in tlie preceding ^i^W|i^^ 
jftod concluded with the prayer stated, in, answ^^^,^o 
Question 25. ,..,,.- 

Extract from a Petition intewiedi^ i^ pr^CfdetA.to 
Parliament by the " Provident Society il Cm^h^'mi 

Wilts* . -. ,. 

In a letter which I have received from Mi^.^Gearge 
Gay, the Secretary of the Corsham Provident Society, 
dated " Corsham, April 30, 1830," he states, that tt Is 
the intention of that Society to petition the legi^ljlture 
to the following effect : — 

** That your Petitioners have for these nine ysettrs past 

* The prayer of this petition wiU be ctoup}ied with by ad^ting the 
filause stated in answer to Q.51. 
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«dta1rlfs1^^6d'tiie 1Pr6fT9)^t$oc2% to supersede 

th6'enls atkendaiit 6ii'^ttbM<>bcltide eliibs, which evils 
^^bo the legisl^tilri^ hiEi^]Bii)C6%ken Iht6 consideration, 
but from thexihang^^ an[d dl^rktiohs made in the laws 
from tiitf^ to titoe,f oUr petitiofuers found it difficult to 
^^et their Rulei^ enrolled, ialthdtfgli they have made 
'seve^I apj^lications to differeht persons for that purpose, 
rtiitil Mr. Wright, of Smith' Sti^et, Northampton 
Square, advertised his '^Letter to Friendly Societies,** 
'of wfiich your petitionee procured a copy, and then 
applied to hi til. That jrour Petitioners have now up- 
wdrds of '200 miembers, and that for the last two 
'years they have paid upwards 6f £100. per annum 
to the' si<ik &c. : and thns they have tionsiderably 
diminished the poor's rat^ dt Corshami, during the pre- 
vailing distress which our nation hais experienced fdir 
sonie time past : ^hat in consequence thereof, the parish 
has tot in fact suffered so much on account of the 
said distress as the neighbouring parishes have done : 
your Petitioners therefoire humbly consider, that their 
Society is worthy of the protection of GU>verm^nt 
arid of the legislature ; and although your Petitioners 
hftve instructed Mr. Wright to prepare their rules for 
enrolment, as the law now liS, they nevertheless believe 
that for the benefit of Friendly Societieain time to 
eome^ the law is yet capable of improvement ia the 
following particulars/* ^ , ^ . i 

. Mn.Gay adds ^'. We ^hall wait for your Dialogue 
before we conclude the draft of our petition.** 

I beg to call the benevplent attention qf the 
Corsham " Provident Society** to the case of the 
^* Temperate Friendly Society/* held in the pubHe 
School-room, Sandbach, Cheshnre: [see Mr. Bay- 
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ley's letter, p. 68.] By reason of the Justice's order 
for Cheshire, copied on page 71 > that society is sabject 
to the inconvenience and expense stated in answer ta 
Q. 29. Will Mr. Gay, who, hy his letters, appears to 
be a benevolent man, allow this case to go unsoticed| 
when the subject matter of the petition of the *^ Pro^ 
vident Society'' is under discussion? The question 
affects several of our friends, who have applied for my 
assistance to fojm Societies on good principles; and 
all such Societies as were formed subsequent to the 
19th of June, 1829. Let us prove that Friendly 
Societies are eminently one in national love and unity. 
Mr. Bayley in his last letter, (dated May 26, ISao) 
states, — " The magistrate's or^er puts us to a stand : 
we should be glad if the barrister's signature would 
give them satisfaction." 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



4, Smith Street, Northampton Square, June, 1830. 

- Mr. James Wright, begs leave to announce to the public, that he 
has opened an Office at die above place, in order to assist the benevoleiiit 
friends of Friendly Societies, as well in the formation of such Societies, 
as in the establishment of each little community upon sound legal prin- 
ciples. Having^ been engaged in professional pursuits upwards of 
twenty years, and devoted much of his time to the considerationrof the 
best practical method of effecting universal reform in Friendly Socie- 
ties, the result of his laborious researches wiU be found in his publica- 
tions, of which some notice is hereafter given. It will readily be per- 
ceived that if Mr. Wright is liberally supported, — ^he can apply his 
practical knowledge to great public advantage. He has corresponded 
for some time past with the Friendly Societies in different parts of the 
kingdom, — made himself generally acquainted with their diversified 
principles, and is therefore desirous that.the knowledge thus acquired 
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inay not be lost for want of public support:, but he is too well 
fc^Uiunted with the honourable feel^gl Qf his €Q^ntIymea to 4oub| 
that such support will be withheld^ when his plan &haU have been 
fiurly developed and brought before them. 

.^ Mr. Wright trusts that hia voluntary. a^4 PPiWeaxif4 exertions in 
beibalf of Friendly Societies, will entitle him to Jtiieii: public con6deno^ 
and patronage, and thus they may return ;to hini a moderate re- 
launeration for his public services, and rjepay the expenses which he 
baa incurred in thejir behalf: an account of which expenses is 9» 
follows: viz., — 

To the amount of his publisher's charge for the Treatise^ 

t afterwards advertised • • • / 

To charge for printing *^ Letter to the Friendly \ 

Societies" &c • • •••/ 

To charge for printing circular to the members of both^ 

■ houses of parliament .<...... 

Do. to the members of Friendly Societies , • • k- 

Do* to the Ministers of Religion • • . 

Do. containing an account of the present work .... 
Do. containing an account of the Treatise and Letter,^ 
* and Mr. Wright'a motive in publishing his Treatise, > 

issued in 1829, about J 

Paid for advertisements, &c., &c., about 15* 
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In all, (besides the expense of printing and pubh8hing\ /•loi iq n 
the present Dialogue) / *^ > 



The Provident Society at Corsham, and several benevolent friends, 
Wishing to establish just pnnciplesand tOvpromote the public welfare 
of Friendly Societies, have lately subscribed in aid of Mr« Wright's ex* 
penditure in all about ^12. That the public- may know what " poor 
authors" receive for their works, Mr. Wright subjoins his publishers' 
account of the Treatise, up. to. March* 1830, b& fblbws, namely :^- 

*' Wrighfs Friendly Societies in account with Saunders and Benning, 

D&. Cr. 

April 1, 1829. £. s. d, April, 1829. £, s, d. 

To expenses, print-\ g^ 
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ing, paper, &c. 

Ware-room 

Insurance 

Commission on 1 
^30. 18*. 5rf. j 



6 
5 



d. 








2 6 5 



April, 1829. 

By 750 copies 

Ifrl8oldat3«.5(f. 

569 remain. 



80 18 6 



To balance 53 . 3r. Q 



84 1 5 



84 1 5 



43, Fleet Street, March 29. 1830. 

Herewith you receive the account of the Friendly SocUtx^^xa^v^ 
the 31st Dec. last. About 50 copies have X^eexv ^o\^ ivaa^^QaaN.^>scift* 
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In answer to the letter which l^r. Wright has lately received from 
Mr. Pearson, of Steeton, near Keighley, Yorkshire, in behalf of 24 
or 35 persons, resident in that village, desirous of establishing a 
Friendly Society, on the safest principles for permanent secilrity; Ittr ' 
wlU be happy to render them, (as well as other persons from whom he 
YOA received applications similarly situated), his asalsf»nce upon tbo- 
most moderate terms. To the benevolent and affluent friends of these 
highly useful institutions, Mr. Wright submits the above plain statement 
of facts : and having a family of six children, trusts his proposed labouM 
are worthy of public patronage. In order to proceed with his i^ans^^ 
and become generally useful, he intends that all his changes .sbatt 
square with the golden rule, ** As ye would that men ^ould 6».Ut. 
you, do ye even so to them ; " but as each case varies in point of. 
trouble and loss of time, &c., he cannot form a scale to meet every 
case, but must be governed by the rule just cited. His method is 19 
urge the prevention of all contingent evils, rather than wait for ffae 
correction of them hereafter : — not to dictate, but rather to suggest 
and give legal e^ect to all the benevolent principles and plans of thtt 
noble friends of these highly useful institutions ; and if to thoic'; 
friends his works are in any respect rendered useful, he wilt have a 
rich reward. If any person should ask, why all this ado ? That 
question is best answered by asking another. Is it a matter of no 
importance that 2,000,000^ sterling, — belonging to one milfion 
of the industrious *' working classes," should be placed under 
wholesome regulations^ so as to find its way through legitimate 
channels to the afflicted, the aged, the widow, and orphan^ to whom 
it of right belongs, and not suffered to travel into other channels? 
[See answer to Q. 56.] 

To all Mr. Wright's kind friends he return his warm and gratefiil 
•dLnowledgments ; and they may depend upon a prompt .^d 
ihithAil discharge ot the trusts which may be reposed in him f -Mid 
he hopes they will lose no time in collecting the sense of the Fvieadi^ 
Societies in their respective towns throughout the kingc&omonitikia 
matters disclosed in the Dialogue and Supplement. , /> .• 

Mr. Wright gives legal advice to Sodeties, or individual membecf 
thereof, and advocates their respective causes in disputed cases befiwe 
magistrates. 

All Societies may receive personal or written communications fhMi 
Mr. Wright, gratis, on all the matters referred to in die answer to 
Q. 56 ; but all legal cases, requiring elucidation and. advice^ a dis- 
cretionary, but moderate fee may be sent with the. case, just what 
the party considers right : poor persons* cases will, be answered 
gratifc 

Mr. Wright has given on page 72, the ftrra issued by the Com* 
missioners for the Reduction of the National Debt, to be observed by 
such Societies as may honour him with an appointment as their ge- 
neral London agenc. 

[All letters to to be post paid,] 
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A TREATISE . 

ON TBI 

iJftBRNAL REGmATIONS OF FfLTEmiT SOCTETISS, 

Showing the various existing evtlsi and f^raotical remedies, and. 
eitpoundiiig the doctrine of resdtutioB: also a code of rulea; mth 
fdHns for the nse of magistrates, in questions relating to. such Socle** 
tieftt' in which is given all the material decided cases inlaw and 
eqtiitf* To which is added, The New Act, 10 Geo, IV. c»^5 r and 
atf Appeal td Lord John Russell, M. P., on the present state of the 
Law relating to such Societies; with & copious Index; by Jamj^s 
Wrtoht. London : Saunders and Benning, 43 Fleet*8tr|Befc* Sold 
by* &e Author, 4, Smith-street, Northampton-square. 

j$jf ih$ same Author , A Letter to the Friendly Societies of the 
United Kingdom, being an exposition of the material clauses in th^ 
New Act, 10 Geo. IV., c. 56 ; particularly on the alterations and 
«uendments required to be made in the Rules of Friendly Societies. 
Published by J. Stephens, 16, City-Road > and sold by tiie Author, 
ferice 6rf, 



BMractfrom a Review in the Imperial Magazine for December, 1829* 

p. 1115. 

" Of these movements, variations, and ricissitudes, Mr. Wright 
has availed himself, s^nd, gathering information from what other 
individuals have written, and Societies have done, and connecting 
them with his own observations, he now presents to the |fuUic the 
N&ults ef his extended researches. No one can read tlds volumt 
without being convinced, that the subject of Friendly Societies hfui 
en^ossed a considerable portion of his attention, ^t he has made 
hl^elf extensively acquainted with the principles on which they, are 
fiytihded, has traced these principles through their varied operation* 
to distant issues, and noticed, through their diversified stages, the 
advantages or disadvantages to which occasional circumstances have 
given birth. So fully, indeed, has he entered into the subject, that 
there is scarcely a question which can be asked respectii^ th^f» 
Institutions, for which he has not provided an answer." 

' Again, " Even magbtrates may consult it with no small advantage." 

Again, " Much that has been advanced by others Mr. Wright has 
^bodied in his own pages. This, in connection with his own 
remarks, is associated with the laws as they now stand, and thus 
combined, the whole will form an ample basis, on which future 
progress may be made towards perfection." 

' And lastly, ** To Friendly Societies it is a work of superlative 
-fddue, and one which no community of this description should be 
without It contains much useful information, which they may 
easily reduce to practice, and furnishes their deliberations ^with ap 
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intelligent guide, both in reference to the rules they may adopt, and 
the application of law to their decisions.*' 

Extract from the New Baptist Miscellany , for February, 1830, |d. 75. 

*' Mr. Wright has rendered a service to the public by calling its at- 
tention to a subject of vast importance to the morals and happiness of 
the' community. The benefits arising, to the. inferior dassea esper 
dally, from the institution of Friendly Sodeties, are obvious and 
extensive ; and every effort to extend these benefits,, and to render 
them more permanent and secure, by guarding agaiastthe sources of 
failure which miscalculation has produced, is entitled to gratefiil 
consideration. Mn Wright has evidently paid much attention to "the 
subject on which he writes ; has viewed it in all its bearings, and has 
here presented to the world many valuable, hints and direetioiii^ 
worthy of the serious re^rd of all who are concerned, either bene- 
.ficisdly pr benevQl^tly, m the'manfigementp^. such institutions." 

Fmm the Weekly Free Frees, 

" The Letter of Mr. Wright, who is advantageously known to the 
public as the author of a '* Treatise," &c., contdns a very ludd 
and useful exposition of the leading prindples of the New Act 
The author has evidently bestowed much attention *upoh the subject, 
and his legal knowledge and indefatigable exertions^, entitle him to 
the confidence and gratitude of every member of Friendly Societies*" 

From Lord JohnRustellto James Wright. 

/,. **. Sis, — I am much obliged to you for the present of your work 
-on Friendly Societies, which contains very valuable and useful 

matter^ I should be happy to be of any use to the public on this 
subject, bat it is at present in other hands,, and I. have not yet been 
-able to make upi my mind completely on the improvements of which 

the law is susceptible." 

" I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

^ HqV-Moon^street, April 2. " JOHN RUSSELL." 

From Dr, MitcheU to James Wright, 

" Dear Sir, — Your reasoning upon the subject of AiU and half- 
pay is very valuable, and your book has the more merit that it is 
the result of your own resources, which your own observation has 
enabled you to turn to good account. In having reformed one im* 
portant Society, you have done much practical good : wishing you 
.much success in all your philanthropic exertions, 

** I am, dear Sir, your very obedient Servant, 

36, Old Broad-street. "JAMES MITCHELL." 

From Mr, John Bayley, High Steward of the Temperate Frietutty 
Society, Sanfihach, to James Wright, ZUt March, 1830. 

" Upon reading the advertisement in the Evangelical Magaxiii^, 

induced me without delay to send for your Treatise, and when in 

posseaaion o£ the spirit that flowed in its pages, for the author's 
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welfare of Friendly Societies overwhelmed me, ahid when read to our 
Society they would have no other principles for their govei'nment" 
Mr. B. likewise requests Mr. Wright to forward the rules thfoughi 
(every stage previous to 6hrolment at the Qiiai'ter Se^sidns. 

Frmn Mr, George Gay, Secretary 'of the Provident Soeietyt Corshiant 

to James Wright, March, ISSO, 

** On seeing the advertlstfment of your liCtt^r^o'J'rlendljr Soib-' 
ties in the Evangelical Magazine, I immediately ordered a cdpy^ 
and was rejoiced to find thiat you had tak^n SucH'an Interest in a 
Society so nearly akin to our own. t am a thember of the ^'Pro- 
vident Society," instituted by the Rev. G. Slade: he brought' ud 
some rules from Lavingtdn, on which we endeavoured to httpi-ove j 
a copy of which I setid you for examination. I have taken this 
liberty in the name of the - Society, earnestly to solicit yOur aid in 
our behalf; for you must know that we have been a long time in a 
dilemma, but now see that you are the only gentleman to help us 
out, and am extremely happy in being by Providence thus directed,*' 

&C&C 

From the tame to the same, March 31, 1830. 

'* Happy am I to find that you are so kindly and promptly dis^* 
posed to listen to our solicitations respecting the enrolment of the 
rules, which, through the interference of the Legislature, (thoiigh 
no doubt from good design) has of late becdme so perplexing and 
difficult to be obtained. Our Society, Sir, is denominated a Provi- 
dent one, and I consider it to be c^ite providential to be directed (as 
I hinted before) by Providence to such a person as you, who appears 
to be ordained by the decree of heaven to make a plain and direct 
path for Friendly Societies to walk in," &c. 

Again, *' Last evening 1 caUed our committee together, and 
read to them your letters, &c., when it wqs unanimously and 
cordially agreed, that you should proceed to prepare the rules, and 
send them for our consideration. Five pounds were also voted you^ 
to enable you to carry on your prcqposed public usefulness, hoping 
that you will be moderate in your f^re chains to us, and lay out 
yourself in the best possible way-fijr the pubBc (as well as our own) 
benefit, for which purpose you appear to us aU to be eminently 
qualified, and ought to be encouraged. It was also agreed, that 
you should send us half a dozen copies of your Dialogue, and form 
of Petition, when printed, and there is no doubt, but we shall readily 
and heartily join your prayer to Parliament.*'— -Again, *' I cannot 
but think it would be a good thing were similar institutlona to -be 
established in every parish or district; and to that end I some time 
ago inserted a paragraph in the Bath and Cheltenham Gazette. Our 
Society, Sir, has the praise of the whole neighbourhood." 

Extract from the Introduction to the New Rules of the Provident 

Society, Corsham. 

<*The Corsham Provident Society was instltutft^oiii^^^^^Ki 
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of April, 1821, under the patronage of Mr. George Jolm ktt^er, 
Bailiff of the Manor, and the Rev. George Slade, Minister of the 
Gospel, of Corsham, who, in conjunction with the committee 4>f 
management, in the month of March, 1830, directed their attention 
to the numerous advantages to which the Society would be entitled, 
if the rules thereof were re-modelled and enrolled, according to law ^ 
and in order to effect that desirable object, they applied to Mr. 
James Wright, of No. 4, Smith-street, Northampton-square, Lcmdon, 
who promptly rendered his valuable assistance, and it is due ta-Uiat 
gentleman publidy to acknowledge, that the committee are indebted 
to him for many valuable suggestions of improvement, in die Unrs 
and general administration of the afikirs of the institution." 

For an account of the numbers and usefulness of the Pro^dent 
{Society at Corsham, see page 62 of this book. 

From the same to the same, 20th May, ISSO. 

'* In the mean time I walked to Lavington, (18 miles) on purpose 
to learn how they had succeeded in their Society, (from whence we 
copied,) they told me their « rules were never enrolled, and advised 
me not to get ours done, that the magistrates should have no power 
in it I advised them to send for your book, and gave tbem some 
of your circulars, to which they seemed to listen, and distributed 
the rest in sundry places. ** 

Will the Lavington Society do me the favour of reading the 
answers to questions 23 55 and 56 in the present work 7 

From Mr, George Ruble, Clerk of the Friendly Society, Hastes, 
to James Wright, %\st Jpril, 1830. 

"I have taken the first opportunity of laying your letter to 
Friendly Societies before the members of our Society, at a genoal 
meeting : they concur with you in believing that amendments are 
necessary, but before they venture upon any public avowal of th^ 
sentiments, they wish to obtain a better knowledge of tiieporinciplei 
of the new Act, and especially of the objectionable clauses, ^Hian 
they have at present For this purpose they^ have authorised me to 
purchase your " Treatise" and ** Dialogue." You will thereibie 
deliver a copy of each to the bearer who is entrusted with the 
money to pay for them. We corrseponded with the late Committee of 
London Delegates, and stated to them our objections to the arbitra- 
tion clause, and the method of certifying rules, &c Our objection 
to the 4th Section was, that of subjecting Benefit Societies, and 
especially those in the country, to very great and unnecessary 
expenses; and to Section 27, the almost impossibility of finding'tfat 
number of qualified persons to serve as arbitrators," &c. 

Prom Mr, Thos, Fisher, Old Windsor, to Jamet Wrigki^ 

4th May, 1830. 

" Sir, — ^We got your circular to the club, and feel much obliged 
to you. Will thank you to send one of your Treatises and Dia- 
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log^e ; our minister has a great wish to see the book ; when we 
have read them you shall hear again from us/* 

Fffim Mr. W. Sanderson, University Printing Office, Camhridge, to 

James Wright, March 3, 1830. 

''Respected Sir, — The Societies of this town having formed 
^ committee of delegates, for the purpose of forming a code of 
rules for the management of theur respective Societies, and having 
your valuable Treatise now before them, have thought it proper, 
knowing it to be your intention to petition the legislature respecting 
various clauses of the recently enacted bill, to request you will 
furnish us with the nature thereof. The committee (to the number 
of 26) having most of them your work for their guidance, hope 
they are not intruding themselves upon your attention." 

Extract of a Letter fi-om Mr. Garret Redmond Cotter, Chairman of 
the late Committee of London Delegates, to James fVrigId, 

" r'ifcave no hesitation fh asserting that your Treatise contains a 
fund of information which very few have the opportunity of ob- 
taining ; and I would earnestly recommend that all Societies should 
furnish themselves with a copy of it." 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Thomas Mackay, Birmingham, to 
James Wright, 21th May, 1830. 

<'We have had a committee formed, and it was unanimously 
agreed that we should possess a few of the copies of your Dialc^e, 
that we might be better able to comprehend the objectionable 
clauses in the Act 10 Geo. IV. I have inclosed 125., for which you 
will please send as many copies as that sum will purchase. I will 
endeavcmr as far as in me lies, to obtain as many subscribers for 
your work as I can, for I believe it to be a praiseworthy and 
laudable undertaking on your part, to come forward, unassisted, on 
behalf of Friendly Societies ; wishing you every success your 
laudable work and zeal so highly merits." 

Copy of an Order issued by the Magistrates for Cheshire, under the 
lOth Geo. ir., c. 56, s, 6. [vide answers to questions 17 and 29, in 
the Dialogue.^ 

" By an order of the Quarter Sessions of the Peace, it was deter- 
mined that all rules for the government of the funds of Friendly 
Societies, should, previous to their being tendered for the confirma- 
tion of the Court, be certified by two actuaries, or persons skilled 
in accounts, stating the same to be calculated so that the i^nds ef. 
the Society shall be adequate to the probable demands upon them. 

(Signed) ** Henry Potts, 

" Clerk of the Peace." 
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES, 

Enrolled subsequent to 2Sth July^ 1828. 
(See page 66.) 

INSTRUCTIONS to the Commissioners for the ReductioV of 
the National Debt, to prepare the Appointment of an Agent for 
a FRIENDLY SOCIETY, called the SOCIETY, 

established at in the County of 



Insert at length the Names 
of two Trustees. 



State Residence of Trustees 
and Quality. 







Insert at length the Name or 
Names of the Person or 
Persons intended to be ap- 
pointed Agent, or Agents. 


Residence of Agent or Agents, 
and Quality. 
















• 




• 



Witness 



hand this 



day of 



When this Paper is filled up and signed by one or more Trustees {w 

by 8ome\Person on Ms or their behaff) it must be produced at the NotUmai 

Debt (^cCf after which the Instrument ^appointment will be prepared 

for the Signature of the Trugteet, whose names are inserted in the abms 

column. 

The Instrument cf Appointment is similar to a Power of Attorney, 
and will remain in force until revoked by the Trustees, 

The Appointment also becomes void upon the death, or resignittion, qf 
either of the Trustees who shall sign the said Appointment, 

OAULTB&, Prtuter, Lorell's Court, Paternoster Row. 



